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III. Main areas of concern and recommendations 
 
C. Civil rights and freedoms (arts. 7, 8 and 13–17) 
 
Right to an identity  
 
23. The Committee urges the State party to prohibit the “baby box” initiative, which is operated by 
religious organizations and which allows for the anonymous abandonment of children, and to consider 
introducing, as a last resort, the possibility of confidential hospital births. 
 

E. Family environment and alternative care (arts. 5, 9–11, 18 (1) and (2), 20, 21, 25 
and 27 (4))  
 

Family environment  
 
31. The Committee welcomes the expansion of free childcare, flexible working arrangements for working 
parents, paternal leave and support to single-parent families, as well as the adoption of the Act on 
Enforcing and Supporting Child Support Payment. It recommends that the State party:  
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(a) Further increase the capacity and appropriate flexibility of childcare services and ensure that all 
children, irrespective of nationality, have equal access to childcare facilities and financial support, 
including by amending the Infant Care Act;  
(b) Further facilitate access to and use of paternal leave;  
(c) Ensure visitation rights for children from divorced families, including by expanding the number 
of “visitation centres” and providing alternative solutions;  
(d) Promote and ensure access to and the enforcement of child support payments and also ensure 
that sanctions for non-compliance do not compromise the best interests of the child;  
(e) Take all measures necessary to prevent and eradicate stigma and discrimination against single-
parent families and revise child support entitlements accordingly.  

 

Children deprived of a family environment  
 
32. Drawing the State party’s attention to the Guidelines for the Alternative Care of Children (General 
Assembly resolution 64/142, annex), the Committee recommends that the State party:  

(a) Support and facilitate family-based care for all children wherever possible, allocate adequate 
human, financial and technical resources to expand and enhance the quality of foster care for 
children who cannot stay with their families and phase out institutionalization through a concrete 
plan of action;  
(b) Address the root causes of child abuse within the family, also address the reasons why children 
run away from home, take targeted, non-punitive measures to prevent and eradicate these 
phenomena and intensify protection for runaway children;  
(c) Ensure adequate safeguards and clear criteria, based on children’s needs, best interests and 
views and having due regard for their age and maturity, for determining where and when to place 
them in alternative care; ensure the periodic review of the quality of alternative care and access to 
complaints procedures; and intensify reunification support and support for children in care 
reaching adulthood;  
(d) Streamline the guardianship procedure and strengthen guardians’ protection capacity.  

 

Adoption  
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33. While welcoming the measures taken to regulate adoptions, including through court authorizations, 
the Committee reiterates that the State party should:  

(a) Ensure that the child’s best interests are the paramount consideration in the adoption 
procedures for children of all ages and that single mothers’ free consent is mandatory for the 
release of their children for adoption;  
(b) Conduct large-scale public campaigns to combat prejudice against single mothers and promote 
a positive image of adoption;  
(c) Take the measures necessary to avoid unnecessary delays in procedures and to ensure that 
adoption agencies operate in a transparent manner and that their activities are duly regulated;  
(d) Strengthen post-adoption monitoring and services, including in cases of dissolved adoptions;  
(e) Ensure that adopted children are informed of their right to seek and have appropriate access to 
information on their biological parents;  
(f) Consider ratifying the Hague Convention on the Protection of Children and Cooperation in 
Respect of Intercountry Adoption and enact the draft act on intercountry adoption.  

 

Illicit transfer and non-return  
 
34. The Committee recommends that the State party consider adopting the Convention on Jurisdiction, 
Applicable Law, Recognition, Enforcement and Cooperation in Respect of Parental Responsibility and 
Measures for the Protection of Children and the Convention on the International Recovery of Child 
Support and Other Forms of Family Maintenance.  
 

Children of incarcerated parents  
 
35. The Committee recommends that the State party adopt a policy to protect the children of incarcerated 
parents and the visitation rights of these children. Children staying in prison with their parents should 
have their rights, including the rights to education and health, guaranteed and their needs fully covered. 
 

H. Special protection measures (arts. 22, 30, 32–33, 35–36, 37 (b)–(d) and 38–40)  
 

Asylum-seeking, refugee and migrant children  
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43. The Committee welcomes the adoption of the Refugee Act in 2012. With reference to joint general 
comments No. 3 and No. 4 (2017) of the Committee on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers 
and Members of Their Families/No. 22 and No. 23 (2017) of the Committee on the Rights of the Child on 
the human rights of children in the context of international migration, the Committee urges the State 
party:  

(a) To prohibit the immigration detention of children, including by revising the Immigration Control 
Act, ensure non-custodial solutions and keep the best interests of the child as a primary 
consideration in asylum and family reunification matters;  
… 
(c) To remove all barriers, both legislative and practical, to ensure that all asylum-seeking, refugee 
and migrant children, including unaccompanied children and those with disabilities, have access to 
birth registration, childcare, education and related services, mental and physical health-care 
services, health insurance, financial and housing support, leisure, protection and support services 
in case of abuse on an equal basis with children who are nationals of the Republic of Korea;  
(d) To adopt and implement an act on the rights of migrant children that is in compliance with the 
Convention, paying particular attention to the need to protect unaccompanied children; 
… 
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Respect for home and the family (art. 23) 
43. The Committee is concerned that support services provided to families of children with disabilities is 
limited to low-income families that include persons with severe disabilities. Due to short supply, even such 
services are insufficient. The Committee is furthermore concerned that the Government provides more 
subsidies and benefits to families adopting children with disabilities than to their families of origin, which 
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encourages the abandonment of children with disabilities by their own families, in particular by single 
mothers who face compounded stigmatization, and denies the child’s right to family. 
 
44. The Committee recommends that the State party provide the legal basis for, and implement, 
comprehensive policies to enable parents, including single mothers, of children with disabilities to receive 
support to raise their child within the family and to ensure the child’s rights to family and to participation 
in the community on an equal basis with other children. 

UPR Date of 
Consideration 

Link to Page 

 9 Nov 2017 https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/UPR/Pages/KRIndex.aspx 
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Acronyms and Abbreviations: 
 
CEDAW  Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women 
CRC  Convention on the Rights of the Child/Committee on the Rights of the Child 
CRPD  Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities 
ICCRP  International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights 
ICESCR  International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights 
OPAC to CRC Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the Involvement of Children in Armed Conflict 
OPSC to CRC Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the Sale of Children, Child Prostitution and Child Pornography 
UN  United Nations 
UPR  Universal Periodic Review 
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