Structural neglect of children living in
institutional settings
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0.39%



0.39%

We need better prevalence data in most countries to make more
precise estimates and to monitor the success of de-
institutionalisation



m Structural neglect = 0.4%

m Structural neglect needs to be added to the
catalogue of types of child maltreatment



9 am - 2 pm, videotaped spot observations

(every 10 mins) of one child

>

620 observations
for 20 children
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(J Nerv Ment Dis 2012;200: 243-247)



Early Entry into Foster Care Resulted in Higher Averagdg Intelligence ...

Average DQ is 100
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.. and Brain Functioning at Age 8 Almost Matched
That of Never Institutionalized Children

Brain’s electrical activity
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The English and Romanian Adoptees
(ERA) Study



Non-institutionalized institutionalized

Adoptees

Institutionalization predicted brain

volume, which in turn predicted IQ



The Lancet Psychiatry 2020



Total effect sizes (g) for effects of institutionalization



‘ a specific figure






57%




environments of evolutionary adaptedness

physical and sexual abuse

Euser et al., 2014, 2015



environment of evolutionary adaptedness

maladaptive



Domestic adoption
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social interactions

(Harlow)

continuity of caregiving
(Bowlby)

network
(Hrdy)



fragmented care
trained

voluntourist industry
‘selfies’ false impression



Preferred goal
a safe and nurturing
birth family

Other family-based
care

a safe and nurturing
kinship, foster,
kafalah, or adoptive
family

Small gro es
specialise@@icus on
family plaﬁent

A

A

A

7
.

Within continuum

Outside continuum




therapeutic



The implications of
COVID-19 for the care of
children living in
residential institutions
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Lukashenko

drink more vodka

= Belarus
174 children and
23 people young adults
contracted COVID-19, children
and staff

In wartime and pandemics families are children’s safe haven



away from their
homes

m if @ community values its children, it must
cherish their parents”



Thank you!

and many thanks to the
Lancet Group Commission
on the institutionalisation and
deinstitutionalisation of children





