
1DWLRQDOLW\�SOD\V�D�IXQGDPHQWDO�UROH�LQ�WKH�OLIH�RI�D�FKLOG��:LWKRXW�D�QDWLRQDOLW\��FKLOGUHQ�FDQ�KDYH�GLIÀFXOW\�H[HUFLVLQJ�WKHLU�ULJKWV�DQG�VWUXJJOH�
ZLWK�WKH�VHQVH�RI�LGHQWLW\�DQG�EHORQJLQJ��7KH�&RQYHQWLRQ�RQ�WKH�5LJKWV�RI�WKH�&KLOG��&5&��FOHDUO\�DUWLFXODWHV�WKH�ULJKW�WR�D�QDWLRQDOLW\�RI�
HYHU\�FKLOG��$UWLFOHV���DQG����DQG�REOLJDWHV�VWDWHV�WR�WDNH�PHDVXUHV�WR�DYRLG�DQG�UHVROYH�FDVHV�RI�FKLOGKRRG�VWDWHOHVVQHVV��7KH�RWKHU�ULJKWV�
FRQWDLQHG�LQ�WKH�&5&�PXVW�DOVR�EH�DYDLODEOH�WR�DOO�FKLOGUHQ��LUUHVSHFWLYH�RI�WKHLU�QDWLRQDOLW\��LPPLJUDWLRQ�VWDWXV�RU�VWDWHOHVVQHVV��7KURXJK�
LWV�PRQLWRULQJ�UROH��WKH�&RPPLWWHH�RQ�WKH�5LJKWV�RI�WKH�&KLOG��&5&�&RPPLWWHH��LV�XQLTXHO\�SODFHG�WR�HQKDQFH�WKH�YLVLELOLW\�RI�FKLOGKRRG�
VWDWHOHVVQHVV�DV�D�KXPDQ�ULJKWV�LVVXH��LPSURYH�WKH�HQMR\PHQW�RI�ULJKWV�E\�VWDWHOHVV�FKLOGUHQ�DQG�HQVXUH�HYHU\�FKLOG·V�ULJKW�WR�D�QDWLRQDOLW\�
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IMPLEMENTING MEASURES

THE RIGHTS OF 
STATELESS CHILDREN

Consistency is key! Childhood statelessness issues must be raised within the work of the CRC 
Committee until they are resolved.�,Q�������%HOJLXP�UHFHLYHG�D�UHFRPPHQGDWLRQ�WR�HVWDEOLVK�D�GHGLFDWHG�
6WDWHOHVVQHVV�'HWHUPLQDWLRQ�3URFHGXUH��6'3��DQG�DFFHGH�WR�WKH������6WDWHOHVVQHVV�&RQYHQWLRQ��,Q�
������%HOJLXP�DFFHGHG�WR�WKH������6WDWHOHVVQHVV�&RQYHQWLRQ��,Q�������%HOJLXP�GLG�QRW�UHFHLYH�D�UHOHYDQW�
UHFRPPHQGDWLRQ��6R�IDU��LW�KDV�QRW�LQWURGXFHG�D�GHGLFDWHG�6'3��

Language matters! Concrete and detailed recommendations lay a clear foundation for implementation 
and follow up.�,Q�������WKH�&5&�&RPPLWWHH�XUJHG�6RXWK�$IULFD�WR�UHJXODWH�DFFHVV�WR�QDWLRQDOLW\�IRU�RWKHUZLVH�
VWDWHOHVV�FKLOGUHQ��$ORQJVLGH�WKH�&5&�&RPPLWWHH·V�HQJDJHPHQW��WKH�6WDWH·V�+LJK�&RXUW�IXUWKHU�RUGHUHG�WKH�
SXEOLFDWLRQ�RI�VXFK�UHJXODWLRQV��6RXWK�$IULFD·V�LQDFWLRQ�WR�GDWH�LV�PHW�ZLWK�FRQFHUWHG�QDWLRQDO�DQG�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�
DGYRFDF\�HIIRUWV�IRFXVHG�RQ�HIIHFWLQJ�WKLV�OHJLVODWLYH�FKDQJH�

Identity rights intersect! The rights to a name, nationality, birth registration and family relations 
interact and monitoring implementation of articles 7 and 8 CRC requires a holistic approach.�7KH�
&5&�&RPPLWWHH�LV�LQFUHDVLQJO\�HQJDJLQJ�ZLWK�WKHVH�LVVXHV�LQ�SDUDOOHO�DV�LQ�LWV������UHFRPPHQGDWLRQ�WR�+DLWL�
DQG�LV�KHOSLQJ�WR�SURPRWH�D�ULJKWV�EDVHG�DSSURDFK�WR�OHJDO�LGHQWLW\�WDUJHW�6'*������E\�FRQQHFWLQJ�WKH�WZR�
FRPSOHPHQWDU\�IUDPHZRUNV�

Teamwork makes the dream work! International human rights monitoring mechanisms are 
most effective when collaborating amongst themselves and with civil society.�$IWHU�QXPHURXV�
UHFRPPHQGDWLRQV�E\�PXOWLSOH�KXPDQ�ULJKWV�PHFKDQLVPV�LQFOXGLQJ�&('$:��DQG�UREXVW�FLYLO�VRFLHW\�
HQJDJHPHQW��WKH�0DGDJDVFDQ�1DWLRQDOLW\�&RGH�ZDV�DPHQGHG�WR�DOORZ�ZRPHQ�WR�FRQIHU�WKHLU�QDWLRQDOLW\�WR�
WKHLU�FKLOGUHQ�RQ�HTXDO�WHUPV�ZLWK�PHQ��

KEY TAKEAWAYS

TOTAL

CHILD’S RIGHT TO NATIONALITY AND/
OR THE RIGHTS OF STATELESS CHILDREN

State party reviews and recommendations by the CRC Committee, 2010 - 2020

* The total number of relevant CRC Committee 
recommendations for the 2010-2020 period 
reaches 180 recommendations if we include 
those relating to birth registration. However, 
birth registration is a separate process 
that facilitates the realisation of the right to 
nationality, but does not always result in the 
acquisition of nationality. Therefore to avoid 
FRQÁDWLQJ�WKH�WZR�LVVXHV��ELUWK�UHJLVWUDWLRQ�
recommendations are not included in this 
ÀJXUH�

113DIRECT REFERENCE TO STATELESSNESS

BY THEME



GRANTING NATIONALITY TO CHILDREN 
WHO WOULD OTHERWISE BE STATELESS 

7KH�&RPPLWWHH�KDV�FODULÀHG�WKDW�$UWLFOH���RI�WKH�&5&�UHTXLUHV�VWDWHV�WR�JUDQW�QDWLRQDOLW\�WR�DOO�FKLOGUHQ�ERUQ�RQ�WKHLU�WHUULWRU\�LI�WKH\�ZRXOG�
RWKHUZLVH�EH�VWDWHOHVV�UHJDUGOHVV�RI�WKHLU�RU�WKHLU�SDUHQWV·�OHJDO�VWDWXV��EDFNJURXQG�RU�WKHLU�SDUHQWV·�SDVW�RSLQLRQV�RU�DFWLYLWLHV�

• $FFHVV�WR�QDWLRQDOLW\�IRU��RWKHUZLVH��VWDWHOHVV�FKLOGUHQ
        •    Born on territory 
        •    Born abroad
• $FFHVV�WR�QDWLRQDOLW\�IRU�IRXQGOLQJV�
• %LUWK�5HJLVWUDWLRQ
• $GRSWLRQ�6XUURJDF\�	�DFFHVV�WR�QDWLRQDOLW\��
• Nationality Deprivation
• 'LVFULPLQDWLRQ�	�DFFHVV�WR�QDWLRQDOLW\
• )RUFHG�PLJUDWLRQ�	�DFFHVV�WR�QDWLRQDOLW\

THE CHILD’S RIGHT TO NATIONALITY

RIGHTS OF STATELESS CHILDREN

• (QMR\PHQW�RI��RWKHU��ULJKWV�
• 6WDWHOHVVQHVV�'HWHUPLQDWLRQ�3URFHGXUHV���
• 5HPHG\
• Detention

IMPLEMENTING MEASURES

• International Instruments  
• &KLOGKRRG�6WDWHOHVVQHVV�'DWD��

ENSURING THE RIGHT TO NATIONALITY 
FOR ABANDONED CHILDREN 

*DSV� LQ� ODZ�� OLNH� IDLOLQJ� WR� HQVXUH� DFFHVV� WR� QDWLRQDOLW\� IRU� DQ�
DEDQGRQHG� FKLOG� ²� D� ¶IRXQGOLQJ·� ²� FDQ� DOVR� FDXVH� FKLOGKRRG�
VWDWHOHVVQHVV��$FURVV� WKH�JOREH�����6WDWHV�GR�QRW�KDYH�D�SURYLVLRQ�
LQ� WKHLU� QDWLRQDOLW\� ODZV� WR� JUDQW� QDWLRQDOLW\� WR� FKLOGUHQ� RI� XQNQRZQ�
RULJLQ�IRXQG�LQ�WKHLU�WHUULWRU\��QRU�D�PRUH�JHQHUDOO\�DSSOLFDEOH�MXV�VROL�
SURYLVLRQ��$W�OHDVW����6WDWHV�KDYH�LQDGHTXDWH�IRXQGOLQJ�SURYLVLRQV�LQ�
WKHLU�QDWLRQDOLW\�ODZV��+RZHYHU��VLQFH�������WKH�&5&�&RPPLWWHH�KDV�
issued only four recommendations on this issue.

BIRTH REGISTRATION

$FFRUGLQJ�WR�WKH�PRVW�UHFHQW�81,&()�GDWD��D�TXDUWHU�RI�DOO�FKLOGUHQ�
XQGHU� DJH� �� KDYH� QHYHU� KDG� WKHLU� ELUWK� UHFRUGHG� RIÀFLDOO\�� /DFN� RI�
ELUWK� UHJLVWUDWLRQ�FDQ�SUHYHQW�DFFHVV� WR�D�QDWLRQDOLW\� �EHFDXVH�ELUWK�
UHJLVWUDWLRQ�SURYLGHV�RIÀFLDO�HYLGHQFH�RI�NH\�IDFWV�UHODWLQJ�WR�D�FKLOG·V�
ELUWK��LQFOXGLQJ�ELUWKSODFH�DQG�SDUHQWDJH���ZKLOH�VWDWHOHVV�FKLOGUHQ�DUH�
RIWHQ� H[FOXGHG� IURP� DFFHVVLQJ� ELUWK� UHJLVWUDWLRQ� DQG� SURRI� RI� OHJDO�
LGHQWLW\�� 7KHUH� LV� D� G\QDPLF� LQWHUDFWLRQ� EHWZHHQ� WKH� ULJKW� WR� ELUWK�
UHJLVWUDWLRQ�DQG�WR�DFTXLULQJ�DQG�SUHVHUYLQJ�QDWLRQDOLW\��DV�SURWHFWHG�
LQ�DUWLFOHV���DQG���RI� WKH�&5&��$OWKRXJK� WKH�&RPPLWWHH�DGGUHVVHG�
WKH�LVVXH�RI�ELUWK�UHJLVWUDWLRQ�LQ�����RI�LWV�&RQFOXGLQJ�2EVHUYDWLRQV��
LW�UDUHO\�FRQQHFWV�DFFHVV�WR�ELUWK�UHJLVWUDWLRQ�ZLWK�WKH�QHHG�WR�DFWLYHO\�
HQVXUH� D� SDWKZD\� WR� FLWL]HQVKLS� IRU� DOO� FKLOGUHQ�� -XVW� ���� RI� WKH�
&RQFOXGLQJ�2EVHUYDWLRQV�WKDW�UDLVH�ELUWK�UHJLVWUDWLRQ�DOVR�DGGUHVV�WKH�
ULJKW�WR�QDWLRQDOLW\�RU�WKH�ULJKWV�RI�VWDWHOHVV�FKLOGUHQ��$�PRUH�KROLVWLF�
DSSURDFK�WR�WKH�GLIIHUHQW�HOHPHQWV�RI�WKH�FKLOG·V�ULJKW�WR�D�QDWLRQDOLW\�
and the interaction between them would be valuable.

MYANMAR 
BANGLADESH

JORDAN 
KUWAIT 

have NO�VDIHJXDUG�IRU�RWKHUZLVH�VWDWHOHVV�FKLOGUHQ�ERUQ
in the territory but have NOT received a relevant 
UHFRPPHQGDWLRQ��ZKHQ�UHYLHZHG�E\�WKH�&5&�&RPPLWWHH�

INDIA 
KENYA 

CYPRUS

“ Amend Act No. 61-415 to automatically grant 
nationality at birth also to children who cannot 
acquire the nationality of their parents or who are 
DEDQGRQHG�RQ�WKH�6WDWH�SDUW\·V�WHUULWRU\�”

CRC Committee 
5HFRPPHQGDWLRQ�WR�&RWH�G·,YRLUH

“ Take all necessary measures to systematically 
register Roma children so as to provide 
equal access to health services and to avoid 
statelessness.”

CRC Committee 
Recommendation to Serbia

���VWDWHV�KDYH�QR�VDIHJXDUG�IRU�RWKHUZLVH�VWDWHOHVV�FKLOGUHQ�ERUQ�LQ�
WKH�WHUULWRU\��QRU�D�PRUH�JHQHUDOO\�DSSOLHG�MXV�VROL�EDVHG�SURYLVLRQ�IRU�
FKLOGUHQ�ERUQ�LQ�WKH�FRXQWU\��0DQ\�PRUH�KDYH�LQDGHTXDWH�SURYLVLRQV�
LQ� WKHLU� QDWLRQDOLW\� ODZV�� ZLWK� VDIHJXDUGV� WKDW� FRYHU� RQO\� FHUWDLQ�
FKLOGUHQ� �OLNH� WKH� 1HWKHUODQGV� ZKHUH� DGGLWLRQDO� UHVLGHQFH� FULWHULD�
DSSO\���RU�D�VDIHJXDUG�WKDW�LV�QRW�LPSOHPHQWHG��DV�LQ�6\ULD��RU�QRW�ZHOO�
LPSOHPHQWHG�LQ�SUDFWLFH��DV�LQ�WKH�H[DPSOH�RI�6RXWK�$IULFD���$OWKRXJK�
WKH�&5&�&RPPLWWHH� KDV� UDLVHG� WKH� LVVXH� RI� HQVXULQJ� DFFHVV� WR� D�
QDWLRQDOLW\�IRU�RWKHUZLVH�VWDWHOHVV�FKLOGUHQ��LW�KDV�GRQH�VR�LQ�RQO\����RI�
LWV�&RQFOXGLQJ�2EVHUYDWLRQV��ZKLOH�PDQ\�RWKHU�VWDWHV�ZLWK�QR�RU�SRRUO\�
IXQFWLRQLQJ�VDIHJXDUGV�KDYH�QRW�UHFHLYHG�DQ\�UHFRPPHQGDWLRQV�RQ�
this critical issue.

Nationality and statelessness issues 
addressed by the CRC Committee

https://data.unicef.org/topic/child-protection/birth-registration/%20


NATIONALITY DEPRIVATION

Less than a third�RI�WKH�&5&�&RPPLWWHH·V�&RQFOXGLQJ�
2EVHUYDWLRQV�DGGUHVV�WKH�ULJKWV�RI�VWDWHOHVV�FKLOGUHQ�

IMPLEMENTING MEASURES

6WDWH�SDUWLHV�WR�WKH�&5&�DUH�UHTXLUHG�WR�GHYHORS�*HQHUDO�0HDVXUHV�RI�,PSOHPHQWDWLRQ�WR�IXOÀO�WKH�ULJKWV�VHW�RXW�LQ�WKH�&RQYHQWLRQ��7KHVH�
PHDVXUHV�DUH�DOO� DERXW� ´PDNLQJ� UHDOLW\� RI� WKH�KXPDQ� ULJKWV�RI� FKLOGUHQµ��7KH\�DUH� WKH� ´KRZµ� UDWKHU� WKDQ� WKH� ´ZKDWµ� LQ� WHUPV�RI� VWDWHV·�
REOLJDWLRQV�XQGHU�WKH�&5&��,Q�WKH�UHFRPPHQGDWLRQV�LW�KDV�LVVXHG��WKH�&5&�&RPPLWWHH�KDV�RXWOLQHG�D�ZLGH�UDQJH�RI�LPSOHPHQWLQJ�PHDVXUHV�
WKDW�VWDWHV�PD\�EH�UHTXLUHG�WR�SXW�LQ�SODFH��DV�UHOHYDQW��WR�UHDOLVH�WKH�ULJKW�RI�HYHU\�FKLOG�WR�D�QDWLRQDOLW\�²�VXFK�DV�DFFHGLQJ�WR�WKH�81�
6WDWHOHVVQHVV�&RQYHQWLRQV� ���� UHFRPPHQGDWLRQV���+RZHYHU��DV�FDQ�EH�VHHQ� IURP� WKH� LQIRJUDSKLF�EHORZ�� WKHUH� LV� LQFRQVLVWHQF\� LQ� WKH�
HQJDJHPHQW�RI�WKH�&5&�&RPPLWWHH�RQ�DFFHVVLRQ�WR�WKHVH�LQVWUXPHQWV���UHJLRQV�ZLWK�D�ORZ�UDWH�RI�UDWLÀFDWLRQ�GR�QRW�QHFHVVDULO\�VKRZ�D�
FRUUHVSRQGLQJO\�KLJK�WUHQG�LQ�UHOHYDQW�UHFRPPHQGDWLRQV�

“ Revoke the December 2015 amendments to the Citizenship Act that allow for children under 18 years of 
DJH�WR�ORVH�WKHLU�$XVWUDOLDQ�FLWL]HQVKLS�LI�WKH\�HQJDJH�LQ�RU�DUH�FRQYLFWHG�RI�FHUWDLQ�IRUHLJQ�ÀJKWLQJ�RU�
terrorism-related conduct.” 

CRC Committee 
Recommendation to the Australia

5HFHQW�\HDUV�KDYH�VHHQ�DQ�DODUPLQJ�LQFUHDVH�LQ�LQWHUHVW�LQ�FLWL]HQVKLS�VWULSSLQJ��2QH�LQ�ÀYH�FRXQWULHV�KDYH�LQWURGXFHG�SRZHUV�WR�GHSULYH�
QDWLRQDOLW\�RQ�JURXQGV�RI�GLVOR\DOW\��QDWLRQDO�VHFXULW\�RU�WHUURULVP�VLQFH�6HSWHPEHU�����������7RGD\������RI�FRXQWULHV�KDYH�VXFK�SRZHUV�LQ�
WKHLU�OHJLVODWLRQ�DQG�PDQ\�IUDPH�WKHP�EURDGO\��ZLWKRXW�H[HPSWLQJ�FKLOGUHQ��,Q����FRXQWULHV��WKH�ODZ�SURYLGHV�IRU�WKH�SRVVLELOLW\�RI�GHULYDWLYH�
ORVV�RI�QDWLRQDOLW\�IURP�WKH�FKLOG��LQ�FRQMXQFWLRQ�ZLWK�WKH�GHSULYDWLRQ�RI�QDWLRQDOLW\�IURP�D�SDUHQW��,Q�WKH�����������SHULRG��WKH�&RPPLWWHH�KDV�
LVVXHG�MXVW����UHFRPPHQGDWLRQV�RQ�WKLV�LVVXH��

RIGHTS OF STATELESS CHILDREN

6WDWHOHVVQHVV� DIIHFWV� PRUH� WKDQ� ��� PLOOLRQ� SHRSOH�� DFURVV� DOO�
UHJLRQV�RI� WKH�ZRUOG��6WDWHOHVV� FKLOGUHQ�DUH�SDUWLFXODUO\� YXOQHUDEOH�
WR� FRQVHTXHQWLDO� KXPDQ� ULJKWV� YLRODWLRQV�� FDXVHG� RU� DJJUDYDWHG�
E\�D�ODFN�RI�QDWLRQDOLW\��+RZHYHU��WKH�&RPPLWWHH�KDV�UDLVHG�LVVXHV�
VWDWHOHVV�FKLOGUHQ�IDFH�LQ�RQO\����RXW�RI�����UHFRPPHQGDWLRQV�DQG�
failed to address the treatment of stateless children in countries with 
VLJQLÀFDQW�VWDWHOHVV�SRSXODWLRQV�OLNH�0DOD\VLD��.HQ\D��7KDLODQG��/DWYLD�DQG�1HSDO��7KH�HVWDEOLVKPHQW�RI�VWDWHOHVVQHVV�LGHQWLÀFDWLRQ�DQG�
GHWHUPLQDWLRQ�SURFHGXUHV��6'3��FDQ�EH�D�FULWLFDO�VWHS�WR�SURYLGLQJ�VWDWHOHVV�FKLOGUHQ�DGHTXDWH�SURWHFWLRQ�DQG�ULJKWV�LQ�OLQH�ZLWK�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�
ODZ��+RZHYHU��WKLV�LVVXH�KDV�VFDUFHO\�EHHQ�UDLVHG�E\�WKH�&5&��HYHQ�WKRXJK�RQO\�DURXQG�����RI�DOO�6WDWHV�KDYH�DQ�6'3�DW�SODFH���

MENAEUROPEAMERICASAFRICA ASIA & OCEANIA

22

26

9

18

20

4

14

37

14

1

Recommendations on 
acceding to the UN 
Statelessness Conventions

Membership to the UN 
Statelessness Conventions

# of countries in the region 49 36 48 52 19

ASSESSING IMPACT: SOUTH AFRICA 

'DQLHOOD�ZDV�ERUQ�LQ�6RXWK�$IULFD�EXW�ZDV�VWDWHOHVV�IRU�WKH�ÀUVW�HLJKW�\HDUV�RI�KHU�OLIH��+HU�&XEDQ�SDUHQWV�KDG�EHHQ�
DZD\�IURP�&XED�IRU�D� ORQJ�SHULRG�RI�WLPH�DQG�ZHUH�EDUUHG�IURP�WUDQVIHUULQJ�WKHLU�FLWL]HQVKLS�WR�WKHLU�GDXJKWHU��
:KLOH�'DQLHOOD·V� OHJDO�HIIRUWV� WR�REWDLQ�D�FRXUW�RUGHU�GHFODULQJ�KHU� WR�EH�D�FLWL]HQ�RI�6RXWK�$IULFD�E\�ELUWK�ZDV�
VWLOO�SHQGLQJ��6RXWK�$IULFD�FDPH�XQGHU�UHYLHZ�E\�WKH�&5&�&RPPLWWHH��/DZ\HUV�IRU�+XPDQ�5LJKWV��/+5���D�FLYLO�
VRFLHW\�RUJDQLVDWLRQ�ZKLFK� LQLWLDWHG� WKH� OHJDO�SURFHHGLQJV��VXEPLWWHG�D� UHSRUW� WR� WKH�&5&�&RPPLWWHH��ZLWK� WKH�
,QVWLWXWH� RQ� 6WDWHOHVVQHVV� DQG� ,QFOXVLRQ�� VXSSOHPHQWLQJ� LWV� QDWLRQDO� DGYRFDF\� DQG� OLWLJDWLRQ�ZLWK� LQWHUQDWLRQDO�
HQJDJHPHQW��7KH�&5&�&RPPLWWHH�LVVXHG�VHYHUDO�VWURQJ�DQG�FRQFUHWH�UHFRPPHQGDWLRQV�RQ�WKH�FKLOG·V�ULJKW�WR�
QDWLRQDOLW\��FDOOLQJ�RQ�6RXWK�$IULFD�WR�HQVXUH�ELUWK�UHJLVWUDWLRQ�IRU�DOO�FKLOGUHQ�ZLWKLQ�LWV�MXULVGLFWLRQ�DQG�WR�DGGUHVV�
FKDOOHQJHV�UHJDUGLQJ�WKH�JUDQWLQJ�RI�QDWLRQDOLW\�WR�RWKHUZLVH�VWDWHOHVV�FKLOGUHQ��,Q�WKH�VDPH�PRQWK��/+5·V�OLWLJDWLRQ�
UHVXOWHG� LQ� WKH�6XSUHPH�&RXUW�RUGHULQJ�WKH�DXWKRULWLHV�WR� LPSOHPHQW� WKH� OHJDO�VDIHJXDUG�DJDLQVW�VWDWHOHVVQHVV�
IRU�'DQLHOOD�DQG�WR�JUDQW�KHU�FLWL]HQVKLS��$FFRUGLQJ�WR�/+5�DWWRUQH\��/LHVO�0XOOHU��´3DUWQHULQJ�ZLWK�WKH�,QVWLWXWH�WR�
PDNH�D�VXEPLVVLRQ�WR�WKH�&5&�KHOSHG�XV�IXOÀO�RXU�PDQGDWH�WR�HIIHFW�OHJLVODWLYH�FKDQJH�LQ�6RXWK�$IULFD�DQG�WR�UDLVH�
DZDUHQHVV�RQ�WKH�VXEMHFWµ�



EVOLVING ENGAGEMENT BY THE CRC COMMITTEE ON NATIONALITY AND STATELESSNESS 

,Q�WKH�SHULRG������������WKH�&5&�&RPPLWWHH�HQJDJHG�ZLWK�WKH�FKLOG·V�ULJKW�WR�D�QDWLRQDOLW\�DQG�FKLOGKRRG�VWDWHOHVVQHVV�LQ�RYHU�����RI�LWV�
UHFRPPHQGDWLRQV��$�FORVHU�ORRN�DW�LWV�HDUOLHU�VHVVLRQV�������������UHYHDOV�WKDW�PRVW�UHFRPPHQGDWLRQV�UHIHUUHG�WR�ELUWK�UHJLVWUDWLRQ��WKDW�
WKH�ODQJXDJH�XVHG�ZDV�UDWKHU�EURDG�DQG�WKDW�WKHUH�ZDV�OHVV�HQJDJHPHQW�ZLWK�VSHFLÀF�FKLOGKRRG�VWDWHOHVVQHVV�QDWLRQDOLW\� LVVXHV�LQ�WKH�
FRXQWULHV�UHYLHZHG��+RZHYHU��UHFRPPHQGDWLRQV�IURP�WKH�&5&�&RPPLWWHH·V�ODWHU�VHVVLRQV�������������GHPRQVWUDWH�DQ�HYROXWLRQ�LQ�VW\OH�
DQG�ODQJXDJH��SURYLGLQJ�PRUH�FRQFUHWH�DQG�GHWDLOHG�GLUHFWLRQ�RQ�WKH�DFWLRQ�UHTXLUHG�DQG�VKRZLQJ�D�FOHDUHU�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�RI�DQG�LQWHUHVW�
LQ�FKLOGKRRG�VWDWHOHVVQHVV�QDWLRQDOLW\�LVVXHV��7KH�&5&�&RPPLWWHH�VWDUWV�WR�XVH�PRUH�VSHFLÀF�ODQJXDJH�DQG�HQJDJHV�ZLWK�D�ZLGHU�UDQJH�
RI�LVVXHV�GLUHFWO\�UHODWLQJ�WR�FKLOGKRRG�VWDWHOHVVQHVV�DQG�WKH�FKLOG·V�ULJKW�WR�D�QDWLRQDOLW\��VXFK�DFFHVV�WR�QDWLRQDOLW\�IRU�VWDWHOHVV�FKLOGUHQ��
�JHQGHU�� GLVFULPLQDWLRQ� LQ� QDWLRQDOLW\� ODZV�� QDWLRQDOLW\� GHSULYDWLRQ� DQG� D� EURDG� DUUD\� RI� LPSOHPHQWLQJ�PHDVXUHV� WR� SUHYHQW� RU� DGGUHVV�
statelessness. 

EVERY CHILD’S RIGHT TO A NATIONALITY AS A CROSS-CUTTING HUMAN RIGHTS ISSUE: 
ENGAGEMENT BY OTHER UN HUMAN RIGHTS BODIES

7KH�&5&�LV�QRW�WKH�RQO\�81�KXPDQ�ULJKWV�LQVWUXPHQW�WR�SURWHFW�WKH�FKLOG·V�ULJKW�WR�D�QDWLRQDOLW\��)RU�H[DPSOH�
• ,&&35�DUWLFOH����DIÀUPV�HYHU\�FKLOG·V�ULJKW�WR�DFTXLUH�D�QDWLRQDOLW\
• &0:�DUWLFOH����SURWHFWV�WKH�ULJKW�WR�QDWLRQDOLW\�IRU�FKLOGUHQ�RI�PLJUDQW�ZRUNHUV
• &('$:�DUWLFOH���SURYLGHV�IRU�WKH�FKLOG·V�ULJKW�WR�DFFHVV�QDWLRQDOLW\�RQ�DQ�HTXDO�EDVLV�IURP�PRWKHU�RU�IDWKHU

:LWKLQ� WKH� 8QLYHUVDO� 3HULRGLF� 5HYLHZ� �835��� PHDVXUHV� WR�
SURWHFW�DQG�IXOÀO�WKH�FKLOG·V�ULJKW�WR�D�QDWLRQDOLW\�KDYH�DOVR�EHHQ�
SURPRWHG��$FURVV�WKH�WKUHH�835�F\FOHV�FRPSOHWHG�WR�GDWH������
UHOHYDQW�UHFRPPHQGDWLRQV�KDYH�EHHQ�LVVXHG�WR�VWDWHV��2I�WKHVH��
��� UHFRPPHQGDWLRQV� H[SOLFLWO\� DGGUHVV� WKH� TXHVWLRQ� RI� DFFHVV�
to nationality in the state of birth for otherwise stateless children. 
7KRVH�WRSLFV�WKDW�KDYH�UHFHLYHG�OHVV�DWWHQWLRQ��WR�GDWH��IURP�WKH�
&5&�&RPPLWWHH�KDYH�DOVR�GUDZQ�OLPLWHG�LQWHUHVW�IURP�RWKHU�81�
KXPDQ� ULJKWV� ERGLHV�� 7KHUH� DUH� MXVW� �� 835� UHFRPPHQGDWLRQV�
DQG� RQH� IURP� WKH� +XPDQ� 5LJKWV� &RPPLWWHH� RQ� SURWHFWLQJ� WKH�
ULJKW� WR� QDWLRQDOLW\� IRU� IRXQGOLQJV�� DQG� VLPLODUO\�� RQO\� �� 835�
UHFRPPHQGDWLRQV�DGGUHVVLQJ�WKH�ULJKW�WR�QDWLRQDOLW\�IRU�FKLOGUHQ�
LQ� VLWXDWLRQV� RI� DGRSWLRQ��*UHDWHU� HQJDJHPHQW� E\� WKH�&5&� RQ�
WKHVH� LVVXHV� FDQ�KDYH�D� SRVLWLYH� NQRFN�RQ�HIIHFW� RQ� WKH�ZLGHU�
KXPDQ� ULJKWV�PHFKDQLVP�V\VWHP�DQG�FDWDO\VH�VWURQJHU�XSWDNH�
RI�QHJOHFWHG�WRSLFV���
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$V�D�FURVV�FXWWLQJ�LVVXH��RWKHU�7UHDW\�%RGLHV�DOVR�PRQLWRU�VWDWHV·�
LPSOHPHQWDWLRQ� RI� WKH� FKLOG·V� ULJKW� WR� QDWLRQDOLW\�� 7KH\� KDYH�
DFWLYHO\� HQJDJHG� LQ� PDNLQJ� UHFRPPHQGDWLRQV� RQ� FKLOGUHQ·V�
QDWLRQDOLW\� ULJKWV� DQG� KDYH� DOVR� SDLG� DWWHQWLRQ� WR� NH\� LVVXHV��
VXFK�DV�HQVXULQJ�WKDW�DGHTXDWH�VDIHJXDUGV�DUH�LQ�SODFH�WR�JUDQW�
nationality to children born in the territory of the state if they would 
otherwise be stateless.

'LVFULPLQDWLRQ�LQ�WKH�HQMR\PHQW�RI�FKLOGUHQ·V��
nationality rights: a cross cutting issue

Recommnedations by other UN Treaty Bodies, 2010-2020

% of all recommendations on nationality and statelessnes

45% 22% 21% 16%30% 12%
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