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A. PROGRAM DESCRIPTION 

 

The Department of State’s Office to Monitor and Combat Trafficking in Persons 

(TIP Office) is pleased to invite organizations to submit Statements of Interest 

(SOIs) to combat human trafficking outside of the United States.  Informed by the 

annual Trafficking in Persons Report (TIP Report), current anti-trafficking 

programming and trends, research, scoping visits, assessments, engagements 

with foreign governments, and in consultation with other U.S. government 

agencies and offices, the TIP Office identified multiple programming priorities for 

funding under this announcement.   

 

The TIP Office will allocate funding for anti-trafficking projects through an open, 

two-stage competitive process.  In stage one of competition, also known as the 



SOI stage, applicants are invited to submit four-page SOIs for projects designed to 

address the TIP Office’s 2024 programming priorities in Africa (AF), East Asia and 

the Pacific (EAP), the Near East and North Africa (NEA), South and Central Asia 

(SCA), and the Western Hemisphere (WHA).  All SOIs selected following a 

technical and programmatic review will be invited to participate in stage two of 

the competitive process and submit full proposals.  Following a technical and 

programmatic interagency review, stage two proposals are recommended for 

funding to the TIP Office’s Ambassador-at-Large for final approval.  All funding for 

approved proposals is pending the availability of FY 2024 appropriated funds.  The 

TIP Office anticipates issuing awards for the majority of the priorities identified 

below in the spring of 2025. 

 

The TIP Office may exercise Non-Competitive Continuations (NCC) to awarded 

projects under this solicitation for additional years and funds to build on efforts of 

the base period of performance.  Within 90 days of the conclusion of the first 

period of performance, the TIP Office will notify the recipient of its intent to 

exercise or not to exercise an NCC after an internal evaluation of the recipient’s 

performance.  The decision to exercise an NCC will depend both on the 

satisfactory performance of the recipient and on the availability of funds.  More 

information on NCCs will be shared in stage two of the competitive process when 

full proposals are submitted.  

 

The TIP Office welcomes strong SOIs that address human trafficking challenges on 

a significant scale, offer the potential to have a systemic and sustainable impact, 

and align with U.S. government priorities and the TIP Office’s 2024 country and 

regional priorities listed under the 2024 Regional Programming Priorities, among 

other factors.   

 

B. FEDERAL AWARD INFORMATION 

 

Approximate Average Award: $1,000,000 for initial period of performance 
Floor of Award Range: None 
Ceiling of Award Range: $1,000,000 for initial period of performance; $7,500,000 
for total overall ceiling) (Some Programming Priorities may have lower initial and 
total overall ceiling award ranges, see below.) 



Anticipated Award Date: April 1, 2025 
Additional Information: The TIP Office reserves the right to reduce, revise, or 
increase budgets in accordance with the needs of the program and the availability 
of funds. 
 

The Trafficking Victims Protection Act of 2000 (22 USC §7101 et seq.), as amended 

(TVPA), established the TIP Office in the U.S. Department of State.  The TIP Office 

leads the United States’ global engagement to combat human trafficking and 

seeks partnerships with foreign governments, civil society organizations, and 

multilateral organizations utilizing the “3P” paradigm: prosecuting traffickers 

using a victim-centered and trauma-informed approach, protecting trafficking 

victims through proactive identification and the provision of comprehensive, 

trauma-informed care, and preventing trafficking in persons through targeted 

programs that make it more difficult or risky for traffickers to commit the crime.  

The TIP Office also recognizes the importance of partnerships and collaborative 

efforts with relevant governmental and nongovernmental actors in anti-trafficking 

work.  TIP Office programs and projects combat human trafficking – a crime that 

involves compelling a person to work or engage in a commercial sex act through 

the trafficker’s use of force, fraud, or coercion.  It should be noted that when a 

person younger than 18 is used to perform a commercial sex act, it is a crime 

regardless of whether there is any force, fraud, or coercion.   

 

The U.S. government defines “trafficking in persons” as:  

• Sex trafficking encompasses the range of activities involved when a 

trafficker uses force, fraud, or coercion to compel another person to 

engage in a commercial sex act or causes a child to engage in a 

commercial sex act. 

• Forced labor, sometimes also referred to as labor trafficking, 

encompasses the range of activities involved when a person uses force, 

fraud, or coercion to exploit the labor or services of another person. 

 

Trafficking in persons does not require the movement of a person.  Under the 

TVPA and generally consistent with the UN Protocol to Prevent, Suppress, and 

Punish Trafficking in Persons, Especially Women and Children, Supplementing 

United Nations Convention Against Transnational Organized Crime (Palermo 



Protocol), individuals may be trafficking victims regardless of whether they once 

consented to provide commercial sex acts (with the exception of children, who 

cannot provide consent), labor, or services; whether they participated in unlawful 

acts their traffickers compelled them to commit; whether someone transported 

them into the exploitative situation; or whether they were simply born into a 

state of servitude.  The TIP Office will not support projects that use alternate 

definitions of trafficking.   

 

The TVPA requires that the Department of State submit to Congress an annual 

report assessing the efforts of governments to address trafficking in persons.  The 

annual TIP Report is the primary tool for the Department’s engagement with 

other governments on human trafficking and informs U.S. policy and assistance 

priorities to combat this crime.  The 2024 TIP Report is available on the TIP Office 

website, www.state.gov/j/tip.  

 

Since 2000, when the United Nations adopted the Palermo Protocol and the 

United States enacted the TVPA, the number of parties to the Protocol has risen 

to 180.  In addition, a majority of countries have criminalized all forms of 

trafficking, and many countries have established specialized law enforcement 

units, set up trafficking victim assistance mechanisms, and launched public 

awareness campaigns.  Nonetheless, the number of victims identified and assisted 

- and the number of traffickers investigated, prosecuted, and convicted - remains 

low relative to the size of the problem; governments also continue to face 

challenges in effectively implementing anti-trafficking legal and policy 

frameworks.  

 

The TIP Office works to build the capacity of partner governments and civil society 

to address these challenges in a number of ways, including through foreign 

assistance programs.  Information on U.S. government anti-trafficking efforts is 

available at:  https://www.state.gov/humantrafficking/ and a summary of 

international projects currently funded by the TIP Office is available at: 

https://www.state.gov/tip-office-project-descriptions/.  

 

The TIP Office’s preference is to avoid duplicating past efforts by supporting new 

and creative approaches.  This does not exclude from consideration projects that 

http://www.state.gov/j/tip
https://www.state.gov/humantrafficking/
https://www.state.gov/tip-office-project-descriptions/


improve upon or expand existing successful projects in a new or complementary 

way.  

  

Applicants are expected to submit SOIs that reflect an understanding of victim-

centered, trauma-informed, and survivor-informed approaches to anti-trafficking 

programming.  Applicants should also include these approaches in any plans for 

direct engagement with individuals with lived experience of human trafficking; 

applicants are encouraged to work with and/or consult individuals with lived 

experience of human trafficking in the development of their SOIs if possible.  

When relevant for the SOIs, applicants are expected to reflect the provision of 

comprehensive services to victims of trafficking.  Strong applicants should 

incorporate these approaches, where relevant, into their proposals and explain 

how each concept will be appropriately applied in project activities.  The TIP 

Office defines these concepts as follows: 

  

Victim-Centered Approach  

Placing the crime victim’s priorities, needs, and interests at the center of the work 

with the victim; providing nonjudgmental assistance, with an emphasis on self-

determination, and assisting victims in making informed choices; ensuring that 

restoring victims’ feelings of safety and security are a priority and safeguarding 

against policies and practices that may inadvertently re-traumatize victims.  A 

victim-centered approach should also incorporate a trauma-informed, survivor-

informed, and culturally competent approach.  

  

Trauma-Informed Approach  

A trauma-informed approach recognizes signs of trauma in individuals and the 

professionals who help them and responds by integrating knowledge about 

trauma into policies, procedures, practices, and settings, and seeking to actively 

resist re-traumatization.  This approach includes an understanding of the 

vulnerabilities and experiences of trauma survivors, including the prevalence and 

physical, social, and emotional impact of trauma.  A trauma-informed approach 

places priority on restoring the survivor’s feelings of safety, choice, and control.  

Programs, services, agencies, and communities can be trauma-informed.  

  

Survivor-Informed  



A program, policy, intervention, or product that is designed, implemented, and 

evaluated with intentional leadership, expertise, and input from a diverse 

community of survivors to ensure that the program, policy, intervention, or 

product accurately represents their needs, interests, and perceptions.  

  

 

To maximize the impact and sustainability of the award(s) that result from this 

funding opportunity, the TIP Office retains the right to execute NCCs.  The total 

duration of any award, including potential NCC amendments, shall not exceed 60 

months, or five years.  Any NCC is contingent on performance and pending 

availability of funds.  An NCC is not guaranteed, and the Department of State 

reserves the right to exercise or not to exercise this option.  

 

2024 REGIONAL PROGRAMMING PRIORITIES 

 

The TIP Office has identified regional and country programming priorities for 

potential funding.  These priorities are heavily informed by recommendations 

from the annual TIP Report, coordination with a broad range of anti-trafficking 

donors, and engagement with foreign governments and local civil society, and are 

based on the TIP Office’s current anti-trafficking efforts.  

 

The TIP Office generally prioritizes foreign assistance in those countries assessed 

below Tier 1 in the TIP Report and where governments demonstrate political will, 

but lack the economic resources or anti-trafficking expertise, to effectively 

address the problem.  The 2024 select programming priorities below are listed 

alphabetically by geographic region.  Applicants may apply for up to the total 

amount listed below and should submit funding requests rounded to the nearest 

$5,000 (e.g. $735,000 rather than $734,097).   

 

The TIP Office may fund activities in high-income countries, but the use of foreign 

assistance funding to benefit a high-income country requires additional review.  

Applicants should ensure that inclusion of high-income countries is responsive to 

the TIP Office's regional and country priorities.  The TIP Office considers high-

income countries to be those designated as high income by the World Bank using 

the gross national income (GNI) per capita (Atlas method).  The current threshold 



for high-income countries (based on 2024 data) is a GNI per capita of $13,206 or 

more.  

 

To be eligible for consideration, SOIs must respond to at least one of the specific 

programming priority areas and countries or regions identified below.  If an 

applicant is submitting SOIs for multiple priorities described below, the applicant 

must submit only one SOI per priority.  Project proposals should be no more than 

60 months in duration -- 24 months for the base period with a potential 36-month 

NCC period.  

 

Africa 

 

1. COMOROS, Protection, Prevention, $1,000,000 ceiling for initial period of 

performance; $2,500,000 for total overall ceiling.  Over the last year, the 

Government of Comoros made significant efforts to identify trafficking victims, 

refer victims to services, and increase investigations of trafficking crimes. 

However, the lack of short-term shelters and long-term housing for victims 

continues to adversely affect the government’s ability to adequately protect 

trafficking victims.   

 

Request for Application: The TIP Office requests applications to build on previous 

and current efforts to: 1) Strengthen government and civil society coordination of 

anti-trafficking efforts; 2) Assist the Government of Comoros with the 

development of a National Action Plan on TIP; and/or 3) Provide comprehensive 

services and shelter services to victims in consultation with survivor advocates. 

 

2. GHANA, Protection and Prevention, $1,000,000 ceiling for initial period of 

performance; $2,500,000 for total overall ceiling.  Over the last year, the 

Government of Ghana demonstrated significant anti-trafficking efforts by 

adopting a new National Action Plan (NAP), increasing trafficking investigations 

and prosecutions, and providing anti-trafficking training to law enforcement, 

judicial officials, community leaders, and service providers.  However, the 

Government of Ghana identified fewer trafficking victims compared to previous 

years and continued its 2017 ban on labor migration to Gulf states, which 

increases vulnerability to trafficking. 



 

Request for Application: The TIP Office requests applications that build on 

previous and current efforts to: 1) Prevent and protect Ghanaian adults from 

predatory labor recruitment methods; 2) Increase efforts to investigate and 

prosecute trafficking crimes, including fraudulent labor recruitment; 3) Increase 

efforts to prevent exploitation of Ghanaian workers abroad; 4) Proactively screen 

for trafficking indicators among vulnerable populations, including Ghanaians 

seeking work aboard and foreign workers (e.g. from Cuba, the PRC, etc.) in Ghana; 

and/or, 5) Increase comprehensive protective services for victims.   

 

3. KENYA, Protection and Prosecution, $1,000,000 ceiling for initial period of 

performance; $2,500,000 for total overall ceiling.  Over the last year, the 

Government of Kenya increased efforts to identify more trafficking victims, 

provided identified victims with direct services or referrals to non-governmental 

organization (NGO) provided care, and developed a bench book for judges to 

improve hearing of labor trafficking cases.  However, protection services for 

victims, particularly adults, remains limited and inconsistent in quality.  

 

Request for Application: The TIP Office requests applications to build on previous 

and current efforts to: 1) Expand protection and prosecution resources to 

geographic areas outside of Nairobi and Mombasa; 2) Increase protection services 

for Kenyan trafficking victims exploited abroad (e.g. providing pre-departure 

training to all migrant workers); 3) Train labor inspectors to report potential 

violations to the appropriate officials; and/or 4) Capacitate law enforcement 

officials to formally refer all trafficking victims to assistance, including adults, 

foreign nationals, and Kenyans exploited abroad.  Applicants should specify their 

approach to training techniques that are applicable for shelters that serve several 

vulnerable populations, not solely trafficking victims (e.g. referencing specific 

theory and/or applied approaches).  

 

4. NAMIBIA, Protection and Prevention, $1,000,000 ceiling for initial period of 

performance; $2,500,000 for total overall ceiling.  Over the last year, the 

Government of Namibia made significant efforts to identify victims of trafficking. 

However, these efforts were not sustained compared with efforts during previous 

years.  Some victims were inappropriately penalized for unlawful acts committed 



as a result of being trafficked. Officials and staff lacked the necessary training to 

ensure services provided are trauma-informed and victim-centered and do not 

result in revictimization. Some government officials and civil society organizations 

lacked awareness and understanding of referral mechanisms for victims. 

 

Request for Application: The TIP Office requests applications to build on previous 

and current efforts to: 1) Enhance victim identification and referral to services; 2) 

Support the coordination of the Government of Namibia and civil society’s anti-

trafficking efforts and responses; 3) Protect victims of trafficking through a 

trauma-informed approach; and/or 4) Train front-line actors and institutionalize 

trainings using a sustainable approach.  

 

Near East and North Africa 

 

1. ALGERIA, Protection, $1,00,000 ceiling for initial period of performance; 

$2,500,000 for total overall ceiling. The Government of Algeria’s efforts to 

identify and assist human trafficking victims is insufficient.  It lacks effective 

screening measures for human victims among vulnerable populations, such as 

sub-Saharan African migrants, refugees, asylum-seekers, and individuals in 

commercial sex.  The National Referral Mechanism has not yet been finalized.  

Officials also require training to ensure services are trauma-informed, victim-

centered, and avoid potential revictimization. 

 

Request for Applications: The TIP Office requests applications for a project well-

positioned to coordinate with the Government of Algeria, international 

organizations, and civil society on proactive identification of victims and provision 

of protective services.  The project should: 1) Work with the government to 

screen migrants and other vulnerable populations for signs of trafficking; 2) 

Coordinate with the government and international organizations and/or civil 

society organizations to provide specialized protection services for trafficking 

victims; 3) Advocate the government to finalize (as necessary) and implement 

SOPs for victim identification and screening; 4) Finalize (if necessary) and 

implement the National Referral Mechanism; and/or 5) Train law enforcement, 

immigration, and other frontline workers on victim identification and referral 

procedures.  



 

2. IRAQ, Protection, $3,000,000 ceiling for initial period of performance; 

$7,5000,000 for total overall ceiling.  Migrants from Asia and Africa, both 

documented and undocumented, are subject to forced labor in federal Iraq and 

the Iraqi Kurdistan Region (IKR).  Traffickers also fraudulently recruit foreign 

migrants in other Near East countries and subsequently force them into working 

in Iraq and the IKR.  Non-governmental organizations (NGOs) report migrants in 

the IKR receive harsher treatment from employers than local employees, including 

physical and emotional abuse, and continue to be vulnerable to nonpayment or 

under-payment of wages and food deprivation.  Despite the many vulnerable 

individuals within the IKR, which includes a great number of internally displaced 

persons and refugees, the Kurdistan Regional Government remains without a 

dedicated government-run shelter for victims of trafficking and lacks access to 

comprehensive services for survivors.  

 

Request for Applications: The TIP Office requests applications for a project to 1) 

Provide shelter and comprehensive, specialized protection services, including legal 

assistance, healthcare, shelter, and repatriation assistance, to survivors of 

trafficking in the Iraqi Kurdistan region (IKR); 2) Work with the Kurdistan Regional 

Government to develop and institute guidelines for proactive victim identification 

and referral, and train officials on these guidelines.  These guidelines and training 

should include extensive coverage of survivor-centered practices; 3) Advocate for 

the government to proactively establish its own shelters for trafficking survivors 

and provide comprehensive protection services; and/or 4) Advocate for the 

government to allow NGOs to register.  

 

3. TUNISIA, Protection, $1,000,000 ceiling for initial period of performance; 

$2,500,000 million for total overall ceiling.  Both foreign migrants and Tunisians 

are exploited within Tunisia, but full access to protection services is reliant on 

official identification as a trafficking victim by a few designated authorities.  This 

limitation, combined with the fact that many Tunisian officials have a limited 

understanding of trafficking, may delay identification and the process for victims 

to receive care, and cause bottlenecks in the National Referral Mechanism (NRM) 

when initial victim referrals increase but are not followed by timely official 

designation.  An increase in anti-foreign sentiment and the threat of pending 



legislation penalizing Tunisians for assisting migrants has made the environment 

for foreign victims even more precarious. 

 

Request for Applications: The TIP Office requests applications that explore 

streamlining the official designation process for trafficking victims in Tunisia.  

Applicants must demonstrate a strong, institutional relationship with the 

Government of Tunisia and articulate the approach they would take to advocate 

for the strengthening and streamlining of Tunisia’s National Referral Mechanism 

(NRM) and how they would engage government stakeholders on these efforts. 

Applicants should propose trainings for relevant officials, including judges and 

immigration officials, on their existing roles within the NRM, how to perform 

them, and how to appropriately address gaps and delays that exist in the current 

designation process.  Applications should also provide direct and comprehensive 

assistance to survivors and train staff at government-operated centers for 

vulnerable populations on best practices in caring for trafficking victims.  

Applicants must demonstrate a robust understanding of the bottlenecks and 

barriers for both migrants and Tunisians in accessing services through the NRM.     

 

East Asia and the Pacific 

 

1. CAMBODIA, Protection, $1,000,000 ceiling for initial period of performance; 

$2,500,000 for total overall ceiling.  In Cambodia, there are insufficient resources 

and capacity available to provide adequate protection services, including shelter, 

to trafficking victims.   

 

Request for Applications:  The TIP Office requests applications to expand the 

provision of protection services, such as shelter, food, medical care, clothing, 

and/or reintegration assistance to all human trafficking victims, including 

Cambodian nationals subjected to human trafficking abroad who have returned 

to Cambodia, and victims exploited in Cambodia, including third country 

nationals.  These services should include an increased emphasis on victims of 

forced labor and services for men and boys. 

 

2. LAOS, Prevention, $1,000,000 ceiling for initial period of performance; 

$2,500,000 for total overall ceiling.  In Laos, traffickers frequently and 



increasingly lure Lao women and girls, including individuals from rural and 

underserved communities in Luang Namtha and Oudomxay, with false promises 

of work opportunities or promises of marriage – typically through marriage 

brokers – to nationals in neighboring countries, primarily the People’s Republic of 

China (PRC).  These women and girls are instead subjected to sex trafficking, 

forced labor, and forced surrogacy.  This trend reportedly increased after 

completion of the Lao-China Railway in 2021 but fluctuated during COVID-19 

pandemic-related travel restrictions and border closures; traffickers also transport 

Lao victims for these purposes overland through Thailand en route to the PRC.  

Brokered marriages between rural Lao women and PRC men employed at special 

economic zones (SEZs) known to perpetuate trafficking also increased during the 

COVID-19 pandemic.   

 

Request for Applications:  The TIP Office requests applications to raise awareness 

on human trafficking inside Laos, along the border with the PRC, by conducting an 

awareness raising campaign and/or outreach to communities in border areas 

within Laos where there is heightened vulnerability to trafficking via forced and 

fraudulent marriage in the PRC.  All programming should be conducted within Lao 

borders and not spill into neighboring countries.    

 

3. MALAYSIA, Protection, $1,000,000 ceiling for initial period of performance; 

$2,500,000 for total overall ceiling.  Malaysia is comprised of two noncontiguous 

regions, Peninsular Malaysia and East Malaysia, located in Borneo.  Most anti-

trafficking resources are concentrated in Peninsular Malaysia – especially in and 

around Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia's capital city.  Victim services and criminal justice 

resources are scarce in Borneo, including in Sarawak and Sabah, which impacts 

law enforcement efforts to identify victims, and victim services capabilities.  

Additional resources are needed to build out victim support infrastructures and to 

bolster ongoing and emerging government efforts to better support sex and labor 

trafficking survivors in under-resourced areas.   

 

Request for Applications:  The TIP Office requests applications to advance 

protection services in remote regions, particularly in Borneo.  Strong applicants 

would provide, or enhance the capacity of existing efforts to provide, victims 

services, which may include but is not limited to: case management for child and 



adult sex and labor trafficking victims, needs assessments, psychosocial services, 

legal counsel, immigration counsel, employment counsel, etc.,  as well as support 

the creation and delivery of trainings for local law enforcement on victim 

screenings and referrals. 

   

4. SOLOMON ISLANDS, Protection, $1,000,000 ceiling for initial period of 

performance; $2,500,000 for total overall ceiling.  In Solomon Islands, specialized 

care for children and shelter for adult men and labor trafficking victims is 

extremely limited.  Most trafficking victims identified in prior years came from the 

provinces, making services exclusively located in Honiara difficult to access.  There 

is a need to increase support for victim protection services, including funding for 

specialized shelter services, benefiting all trafficking victims, including adult men 

and children.  

 

Request for Applications:  The TIP Office requests applications to provide 

protection services to trafficking victims, which are nearly nonexistent in the 

country, such as shelter, food, medical care, clothing, and/or reintegration 

assistance. 

 

5.  THE FEDERATED STATES OF MICRONESIA, Prevention, $400,000 ceiling for 

initial period of performance; $1,000,000 for total overall ceiling.  Increasing 

numbers of Micronesian nationals are migrating to the United States, particularly 

from the outer islands, due to the visa-free travel they are granted under the 

Compacts of Free Association.   Traffickers entice Micronesian women and men, 

including friends and family members, with promises of well-paying jobs in the 

United States and its territories but, upon their arrival, they are subsequently 

forced into commercial sex, domestic servitude, or forced labor.   

 

Request for Applications:  The TIP Office requests applications to raise awareness 

of human trafficking among migrants to the United States.  Applicants must 

demonstrate how they would work closely with local civil society members and 

government officials, developing awareness material in various mediums and in 

local languages, and implementing innovative approaches to targeting vulnerable 

populations and explaining human trafficking in the local, culturally appropriate 

context.  Along with ongoing awareness-raising activities, projects should include  



in-person pre-departure orientations on how life is in the United States, and what 

to do if someone believes they are a victim of trafficking in the United States.  

Pending successful implementation in phase one (the initial 24 months), 

conditions on the ground, and the availability of funds, applicants should propose 

expanding this project to include the Marshall Islands and Palau in a potential 

phase two, or non-competitive continuation period (the final 36 months). 

 

6. GLOBAL, Prevention, Protection, $600,000 ceiling for initial period of 

performance; $1,500,000 for total overall ceiling.  There is an ongoing need to 

raise awareness of the global exploitation of Chinese migrant workers through 

human trafficking and forced labor in Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) projects.  

People’s Republic of China (PRC) nationals have been subjected to forced labor in 

several countries in Africa, Asia, Europe, the Middle East, and South America 

working on BRI projects or other PRC-affiliated infrastructure projects, within 

which PRC and local authorities exercise insufficient oversight of relevant 

recruitment channels, contracts, and labor conditions.   

 

Request for Applications:  The TIP Office requests applications to investigate and 

produce reports that elevate the public’s understanding of forced labor in BRI 

projects and/or other PRC-affiliated infrastructure projects.   Activities may 

include partnering with investigative journalists and utilizing media outlets to 

highlight this exploitation.  Applicants should demonstrate past experience 

engaging on this topic and specifically with workers in BRI projects and/or other 

PRC-affiliated infrastructure projects.  Proposals should include engaging with 

victims or those at risk of exploitation and providing necessary assistance, which 

could include legal assistance, training, guidance on securing healthcare, and 

repatriation assistance.    

 

South and Central Asia 

 

1.  TURKMENISTAN, Prevention, Protection, and Prosecution, $1,000,000 ceiling 

for initial period of performance; $2,500,000 for total overall ceiling.  Recent 

trends, including the government’s approval for an international organization to 

monitor the cotton harvest, present a unique opportunity for U.S. and 



international organizations to collaborate with and support officials and local civil 

society in Turkmenistan.   

 

Request for Applications:  The TIP Office requests applications to work 

collaboratively with government officials and local civil society in Turkmenistan, 

which will require significant coordination and flexibility from the applicant 

organization.  Program activities should build on recent positive trends while also 

securing buy-in to address wider recommendations from the TIP Report.  

Applicants are encouraged to include interventions that further capacitate local 

civil society organizations, particularly to identify, apply for, and implement donor 

funds from a variety of sources.  Potential activities could include: bridge-funding 

to increase and advocate for the eventual full government-ownership of trainings, 

victim services (including for boys and men), and awareness campaigns; technical 

support to institutionalize a National Action Plan; legislation reviews and case 

studies to help the government amend Article 8 of the Labor Code; and/or, 

support the increase of independent monitoring efforts of the annual cotton 

harvest.  At the conclusion of the award, a key indicator of success for the 

selected project will be the ability the Government of Turkmenistan to continue 

these activities and future efforts to combat human trafficking independently 

from TIP Office support. 

 

2. BANGLADESH, Prosecution, $1,000,000 ceiling for initial period of 

performance; $2,500,00 for total overall ceiling.  In 2020, Bangladesh launched 

seven Anti-Human Trafficking Tribunals.  These tribunals, which consist of judges 

and special prosecutors, have enabled the government to significantly increase 

the number of human trafficking cases prosecuted; however, many trafficking 

cases remain pending. 

 

Request for Applications: The TIP Office requests applications to focus on 

strengthening the capacity of Bangladesh’s Anti-Trafficking Tribunal personnel to 

prosecute and adjudicate human trafficking cases and expand tribunals to heavy 

caseload areas.  Applicants are required to have a strong existing relationship 

with the Government of Bangladesh, experience working with the tribunal 

system, an understanding of the delays that these tribunals frequently face, as 

well as a plan for overcoming those delays. 



 

4.  MALDIVES, Protection and Prevention, $1,000,000 ceiling for initial period of 

performance; $2,500,000 for total overall ceiling.  The Maldives does not 

effectively identify and refer trafficking victims among workers from foreign 

countries.  Additionally, migrant victims of trafficking in the Maldives lacked 

access to shelter services and anti-trafficking materials are unavailable in 

languages that migrant workers in the country understand. 

 

Request for Applications: The TIP Office requests applicants to work with the 

Maldives Government to ensure officials proactively and consistently screen for 

human trafficking among migrant workers; refer potential trafficking victims to 

services, including counseling, legal assistance, shelter services, etc.; and raise 

awareness of trafficking issues among migrant workers in the country.  Applicants 

are required to demonstrate a clear and well-defined relationship with the 

Government of the Maldives, and it must be clear through letters of support that 

the government of the Maldives is willing to work with the applicant and the TIP 

office to make progress on this issue. 

 

Western Hemisphere 

 

1. BOLIVIA, Prevention and Protection, $1,000,000 ceiling for initial period of 

performance; $2,500,000 for total overall ceiling.  Despite the Government of 

Bolivia having an established victim identification protocol and national referral 

mechanism, reliable and consistent victim identification, screening for trafficking 

indicators, and victim referrals and services remain critical issues in the country.  

There is a lack of adequate resources to provide assistance to trafficking victims; 

there are no specialized shelters to support adult victims, including men, and rural 

and disenfranchised Bolivians, most of whom are Indigenous. Indigenous 

communities and LGBTQI+ persons are particularly at risk for sex and labor 

trafficking due to lack of focus on prevention and victim protection.   Law 

enforcement officials often are unable to secure safe accommodations for 

trafficking victims, particularly in departments without multi-use facilities.  The TIP 

office seeks to address this critical issue by supporting a project that will raise 

awareness through community outreach to Indigenous communities to prevent 



human trafficking crimes, and strengthen victim protection services for vulnerable 

populations, particularly those at risk in Indigenous communities. 

  

Request for applications: The TIP Office seeks applications for a project to: 1) 

Enhance and increase protection services for trafficking victims; 2) Develop and 

implement awareness raising campaigns, materials, and community outreach 

activities targeting Indigenous communities on the risks of human trafficking and 

how to identify and report trafficking cases; and/or 3) Build the capacity of non-

governmental organizations (NGOs) and non-specialized shelters to support adult 

victims, including men victims of  trafficking.  Applicants may choose to address 

one or more programming initiatives in their application.  Selecting more than one 

programming initiative will not hinder or improve the applicant’s chances of being 

selected for funding.  Applicants must clearly identify target 

communities/populations and develop outreach materials in local languages and 

dialects. Applicants with local presence and established relationships with local 

civil society actors are preferable. Applicants should clearly outline opportunities 

for coordination and government buy-in. 

 

2. PARAGUAY, Protection, $1,000,000 ceiling for initial period of performance; 

$2,500,000 million for total overall ceiling.  The Government of Paraguay has 

demonstrated inadequate protection services and support for trafficking victims, 

particularly adult men, which has become a critical issue in the country.  There are 

no shelter options for male victims of trafficking, and the overall quality of care for 

victims, particularly in rural areas, remains insufficient due to limited resources 

and the lack of qualified personnel.  The TIP office seeks to address this by 

supporting a project that will strengthen protection services, particularly among 

adult male victims of trafficking, and build the capacity for non-specialized shelter 

staff to provide trauma-informed and victim-centered care for vulnerable victims 

of human trafficking. 

 

Request for applications: The TIP Office seeks applications for a project to: 1) 

Increase comprehensive services for adult trafficking victims, particularly men, 

through the provision of shelter, trauma-informed mental health counseling, and 

medical and legal assistance; 2) Enhance and implement the use of existing 

protection SOPs to provide trauma-informed and victim-centered care to adult 



victims of trafficking; and/or 3) Build the capacity of non-specialized shelters to 

support adult male  trafficking victims.  Applicants with local presence are 

preferable; however, applicants with regional presence and experience will be 

considered.  Applicants should seek government buy-in and develop partnerships 

with local civil society organizations and/or non-specialized shelters prior to the 

implementation of the project. 

 

3. URUGUAY, Protection, $1,000,000 ceiling for initial period of performance; 

$2,500,000 for total overall ceiling. Despite the Government of Uruguay having a 

variety of victim identification, referral, and assistance SOPs, there is no specific 

guidance for the proactive identification or provision of services to men and labor 

trafficking victims.  In 2022, officials did not identify any adult men trafficking 

victims. The TIP office seeks to address this critical issue by supporting a project 

that will assist the Government, especially the Ministry of Social Development 

(MIDES), in developing internal procedures to provide services to men trafficking 

victims and enhance the screening and identification of men trafficking victims, 

particularly labor trafficking victims, and referral to appropriate care.   

 

Request for applications: The TIP Office seeks applications for a project to: 1) 

Partner and collaborate with the Ministry of Social Development (MIDES) to 

develop and implement internal standard operating procedures to provide 

comprehensive services for  adult men trafficking victims, through the provision 

of shelter, trauma-informed mental health counseling, and medical and legal 

assistance; and 2) Enhance screening tools and referral mechanisms to proactively 

screen, identify, and refer men victims of trafficking to care.  Applicants must 

address all program initiatives in their application.  Applicants with local presence 

is preferable; however, applicants with regional presence and experience will be 

considered.  Applicants should seek government buy-in for project activities 

where appropriate.  

 

4. Regional, Prosecution, $1,000,000 ceiling for initial period of performance; 

$2,500,000 for total overall ceiling. As the growing global phenomenon of online 

scam operations (OSOs) continue to impact countries across the Western 

Hemisphere, governments lack adequate resources to build law enforcement 

capacity to investigate, prosecute, and convict traffickers perpetrating forced 



criminality in OSOs.  Law enforcement officers and judicial officials need 

specialized training on detecting and assisting in cases involving OSOs, including to 

prevent victims from being penalized solely for unlawful acts committed as a 

direct result of being trafficked.  The TIP office seeks to address this critical issue 

by supporting a regional project that will strengthen specialized investigators and 

law enforcement ability to identify forced criminality in OSOs in the Western 

Hemisphere.  

 

Request for applications: The TIP Office seeks applications for a regional project 

to: 1) Train and build capacity of law enforcement and specialized TIP 

investigators and judicial officials in developing skills to effectively identify, 

investigate, and prosecute cases involving forced criminality; 2) Develop a train 

the trainer (TOT) model to support sustainable outcomes and increase 

institutional knowledge; and/or 3) Detect and refer victims of forced criminality to 

care.   Applicants with local presence in each identified country is preferable; 

however, applicants with regional presence and experience will be considered.  

Applicants should seek government buy-in and partnerships with key stakeholders 

for project activities where appropriate.   

 

5. Regional, Prosecution, $1,000,000 ceiling for initial period of performance; 

$2,500,000 for total overall ceiling. In the Western Hemisphere, inadequate 

specialized law enforcement training and high rates of personnel turnover has 

significantly impacted prosecution efforts and access to justice for victims of 

trafficking. The lack of resources and availability of training on effective 

investigative methods and techniques, and evidence collection for entry and mid-

level law enforcement officers has placed a tremendous burden on victims to 

actively participate in the prosecution process and has increased risks of re-

victimization and trauma. The TIP Office seeks to address this critical issue by 

supporting a regional initiative that will build the capacity of law enforcement 

personnel to proactively identify victims and effectively investigate and prosecute 

TIP cases through specialized investigative techniques, and corroborative 

evidence collection to reduce reliance on victim testimony. 

 

Request for applications: The TIP Office seeks applications for a regional project 

to: 1) Train and build the capacity of entry and mid-level law enforcement officers 



and specialized TIP investigators to proactively identify, investigate, and prosecute 

cases with limited to no victim participation and testimony; 2) Develop specialized 

training curricula and modules on investigative methods and techniques, witness 

interviewing, and forensic and corroborative evidence collection for law 

enforcement personnel; and/or 3) Develop and implement simulated mock trials 

to train law enforcement on the psychological impacts of human trafficking on 

victims, the usage of victim statements, and how to effectively build and present a 

case without victim testimony.  Applicants with local presence in each identified 

country is preferred; however, applicants with regional presence and experience 

will be considered.  Applicants should seek government buy-in and partnerships 

with key stakeholders for project activities where appropriate, and coordinate 

with any existing U.S. government efforts on TIP investigation training. 

 

  

C. ELIGIBILITY INFORMATION  

 

1. Eligible Applicants 

 

Organizations eligible to apply include U.S.-based and foreign non-profits, non-

governmental organizations (including faith-based organizations), public 

international organizations (PIOs), institutions of higher education, and for-profit 

entities.  For-profit organizations are not permitted to generate profits from 

grant-funded activities.  U.S. government agencies may respond to this Notice of 

Funding Opportunity (NOFO) with applications for projects that would be funded 

through an Interagency Agency Agreement.  While foreign governments are not 

eligible to apply, governments may be beneficiaries of projects provided that 

funding does not pay salaries of government agency personnel and that such 

assistance is not restricted by U.S. law or policy. 

 

Applications submitted by for-profit entities may be subject to additional review 

following the panel selection process.  Additionally, the Department of State 

prohibits for-profit or commercial organizations under its assistance awards to 

earn a profit.  Profit is defined as any amount in excess of allowable direct and 

indirect costs.  The allowability of costs incurred by commercial organizations is 

determined in accordance with the provisions of the Federal Acquisition 



Regulation (FAR) at 48 CFR 30, Cost Accounting Standards Administration, and 48 

CFR 31 Contract Cost Principles and Procedures. 

 

Organizations currently receiving funds from the TIP Office may apply for 

additional funding under the present funding opportunity.  The eligibility 

requirements for applying to this funding opportunity do not restrict applicants 

from receiving other sources of funding from the United States government, 

including from other bureaus within the Department of State.  Following a 

technical and programmatic review, all SOIs that are invited to participate in stage 

two of the competitive process and submit full proposals  must provide 

information on any work conducted with U.S. government funding related to 

human-trafficking issues or cross-cutting human-trafficking issues (e.g., child 

protection, health, education, labor, gender, transnational crime, human rights, 

etc.) in the Donor History Form annex.     

 

Under this funding opportunity, applicants may form a consortium and partner 

with other organizations to implement and carry out project activities.  Applicants 

partnering with other organizations must clearly identify the lead applicant, and 

the lead applicant may designate one or more partner organizations as sub-

recipients.  For the purposes of this funding opportunity, a partner organization is 

any organization that would receive sub-award funding from a successful 

applicant to help the applicant organization implement anti-trafficking projects.  

All mandatory terms and conditions for a successful applicant also apply to any 

sub-awards awarded. 

 

The TIP Office is committed to an anti-discrimination policy in all its projects and 

activities.  The TIP Office welcomes applications irrespective of race, ethnicity, 

color, creed, national origin, gender, sexual orientation, gender identity, disability, 

or other status. 

 

2. Cost Sharing or Matching 

 

Cost sharing, cost matching, and cost participation are not required to carry out a 

project under this funding opportunity.  While not required, applicants may 

propose to include voluntary cost share.  Applications that include voluntary cost 



share will NOT be evaluated differently than other applications.  Applicants that 

voluntarily propose cost share must read the instructions regarding required 

budget documents under this announcement.  Applicants should list the cost 

share amount in the SF-424 under Section C - 8b and Section D - 14. 

 

3. Audit Requirements 

 

Domestic non-Federal entities that expend $750,000 or more in Federal financial 

assistance during their fiscal year are required to have a single or program-specific 

audit conducted for that year.  Although this provision (2 CFR §200, Subpart F) is 

not applicable to foreign non-profit and foreign for-profit organizations, the 

Department of State requires these Recipients, if they expend $750,000 or more 

in DOS funds in the organization’s fiscal year, whether as a prime or a 

subrecipient, to undergo a recipient-contracted single or program-specific audit 

annually.  The cost of required audits may be charged either as an allowable 

direct cost to the award or included in the organization’s Negotiated Indirect Cost 

Rate or de minimis indirect costs.  When completed, foreign organizations must 

submit their audits to the Grants Officer (GO).  Foreign Public Entities may choose 

to submit audits as part of the pre-award process, but this should not be a 

mandatory requirement for such organizations.  

 

D. APPLICATION AND SUBMISSION INFORMATION 

 

1. Submitting the Application Package 

 

All applications must be fully submitted via MyGrants by 23:59 Eastern Standard 

Time (EST) on July 31, 2024.  All application documents must be submitted in 

English.  The TIP Office will NOT accept applications or updated documents 

submitted by any other method, including email, fax, the postal system, delivery 

companies, couriers, or U.S. embassies.  Applicants may submit more than one 

application; however, each application should be submitted only once.   

 

Applicants are strongly encouraged to initiate electronic applications early in the 

application development process and to submit the application package before 

the due date or early on the due date.  This will aid in addressing any problems 



with submission prior to the application deadline.  No exceptions will be made for 

organizations that have not completed the necessary steps to submit applications 

on MyGrants.   

 

Applications Submitted Through MyGrants (formerly SAMS Domestic) 

 

Organizations using MyGrants for the first time must register on the MyGrants 

site to create a New Applicant account as soon as possible.  This application step 

must be completed before an application can be submitted. 

 

To register with MyGrants, follow the “create an account” link and complete the 

“MyGrants User Registration Request” application form.  Users will receive an 

email requesting account verification.  This verification step must be completed 

before an application can be submitted.  If the applicant has previously received 

funding from the Department of State, please contact JTIPGrants@state.gov after 

the account has been created to ensure the account is associated with the correct 

organization.  If an applicant has not previously received funding from the 

Department of State, the TIP Office cannot associate a new account in MyGrants 

to an organization.  Please note a new user account does not need to be 

associated with an organization in order to submit an application.  Electronic 

applications submitted via MyGrants must contain completed SF-424 online 

forms and documents specified in this funding opportunity.     

 

To upload the application, go to MyGrants (https://mygrants.service-

now.com/grants), select “Apply, then Funding Opportunities,” and select the 

“Office to Monitor and Combat Trafficking in Persons Programs” funding 

opportunity.  Select the “Apply Here” button, enter the applicant organization’s 

information, and click Save.  Complete each section of the application in the 

corresponding section of the Additional Documents to Be Submitted Tab: 

Standard Form 424 Information (SF-424) [an online form to be filled out in 

MyGrants] and Project Narrative. 

 

Please ensure that you select the box, “allow anyone in my organization to edit 

this proposal,” to ensure members of your organization have access to edit this 

application. 
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For assistance with MyGrants, please contact the ILMS Support Desk at 1-(888)-

313-4567 (toll free for international callers) or submit a ticket using the ILMS Self 

Service Portal (https://afsitsm.service-now.com/ilms/home).  Customer Support 

is available 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.  Please note support hours may change 

on Federal holidays.  Direct questions regarding the process of uploading 

applications to Customer Support.  Technical difficulties not resolved by the 

Support Desk by the time of submission must be fully documented and reported 

to the TIP Office at JTIPGrants@state.gov only.  Please do not contact any other 

Department of State personnel.  

 

2. Technical Requirements for SOI Application Package 

 

Please pay close attention to all font and formatting requirements.    

 

To be considered for funding, all applications must build on the specific country or 

regional programming priorities identified in this NOFO.  All required documents 

must be written in the English language using documents with one-inch margins 

formatted to 8 ½ x 11-inch paper.  All documents should use text that is black 

colored in Calibri font size 14.  All budget figures must be in U.S. dollars.  

 

Applicants pursuing multiple awards must submit separate SOI applications for 

each project. 

 

Complete applications must include the following documents to be considered for 

funding.  Failure to submit one or more of the following documents will result in 

automatic failure of the technical review: 

 

• Online Forms/Standard Forms – SF 424  

• Project Narrative: The project narrative must not exceed four pages using 

14-point Calibri font.  Applicants must clearly list the name of their 

organization and the country priority they are applying for (e.g. Cambodia, 

Paraguay, etc.) in bold at the top of the first page of the narrative. 

Footnotes, charts, and other graphics are included in the four-page limit.  
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Please double check the page count before submission; exceeding the limit 

will result in failure of the technical review.   

o Required components within the project narrative include: 

▪ Problem 

▪ Project Description 

▪ Organizational Capacity 

 

 

Common reasons SOIs do not pass the technical review stage include but is not 

limited to: exceeding the four-page limit, failing to complete required SF 424 

form, and submitting SOIs for countries, regions, or topics outside of the specific 

programming priority areas and countries or regions identified.  Please ensure 

your application closely follows the criteria listed in this NOFO as well as in the 

2024 Guidelines for Submitting TIP Office Statements of Interest. 

 

1. Unique Entity Identifier (UEI) and System for Award Management (SAM)—

Required 

 

A valid Unique Entity Identifier (formerly the Data Universal Numbering System or 

DUNS) is not required for submission of an application on MyGrants; however, a 

valid UEI number is required for organizations selected for an award.  

Organizations should verify their UEI number or take the steps needed to obtain 

one as soon as possible.  Instructions for obtaining a UEI number can be found at 

https://sam.gov/content/entity-registration.    

 

All applicants should register with the System for Award Management (SAM.gov) 

prior to submitting applications.  Selected grantees will be required to have an 

active registration in SAM.gov.  Although registration is not required prior to 

submitting applications via MyGrants, all applicants should register at SAM.gov as 

soon as possible to avoid future delays.  Organizations that have SAM.gov 

accounts must log in at least once every 13 months (395 days) to maintain an 

active registration.  Please reactivate any accounts that have become inactive 

when submitting applications.  

  

https://sam.gov/content/entity-registration


It is the responsibility of the applicant to ensure that it has an active registration 

in MyGrants.  Applicants are required to document that the application has been 

received in its entirety by MyGrants.  The TIP Office bears no responsibility for 

disqualification that results from applicants not being registered before the due 

date, for system errors in MyGrants, or other errors in the application process.  

 

Please note that selected grantees may not make a sub-award to a sub-recipient 

unless that sub-recipient has obtained and provided to the recipient a UEI.  A sub-

recipient is not required to be registered in SAM.gov.  

 

2. Submission Dates and Times 

 

All applications must be submitted via MyGrants (https://mygrants.service-

now.com/grants) by 23:59. Eastern Standard Time (EST) on July 31, 2024.  The 

TIP Office will not accept application materials submitted by any means other 

than uploading to MyGrants.  If an organization experiences difficulty submitting 

an application near the deadline, their application will only be accepted late if 

they open a ticket with the ILMS Support Desk to resolve the problem prior to the 

deadline and have emailed jtipgrants@state.gov before the deadline with the 

ticket number and a brief explanation of the problem.  To be competitive under 

this funding opportunity, applicants must be fully responsive to all directions in 

this document.  

 

The application process is not complete until the applicant receives notification 

from MyGrants that its application has been validated and forwarded to the 

granting agency (TIP Office).  Please allow sufficient time for entering the 

application into these systems and to troubleshoot any issues.  It is the 

responsibility of the applicant to monitor its application to ensure that it is 

successfully received and validated. 

 

3. Funding Restrictions 

 

Construction 

The TIP Office restricts the use of Federal assistance for construction purposes.  

Construction costs are defined as non-major costs for rearrangement and 
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alteration or reconversion or renovation of facilities.  Construction would include 

ordinary or normal alterations, restoration, or rehabilitation such as any work that 

modifies buildings and/or grounds.  This includes but is not limited to adding, 

replacing, modifying, relocating, removing, or painting doors, walls, windows, 

flooring, or the alterations of ceilings, adding on to or dividing existing space or 

work on any building utility system, electrical, plumbing, ventilation, air 

conditioning, controls systems, fire alarms, fire sprinklers, security systems and 

telecommunication equipment.  Federal assistance funds cannot be used for 

capital improvements unless specifically approved in advance by the TIP Office. 

 

Equipment and Supplies 

Equipment is herein defined as an article of non-expendable, tangible, personal 

property having a useful life of more than one year and an acquisition cost in 

excess of $5,000.  Please note that if equipment costs are included in an 

application, the organization must retain ownership of all equipment obtained 

throughout the lifetime of the federal award.  This includes any equipment 

funded with cost sharing or matching funds.  At the end of the award, you must 

complete federal SF-428 forms for the TIP Office Grants Officer to evaluate 

whether the item(s) be retained, sold, or disposed of without any further 

obligation to the Department of State.  

  

Supplies are herein defined as all tangible personal property other than those 

described in Equipment.  Note that if there is a residual inventory of unused 

supplies exceeding $5,000 in total aggregate value upon completion of the project 

and the supplies are not needed for any other Federal award, your entity must 

retain the supplies for use on other activities or sell them, but must, in either 

case, compensate the Department of State for its share.  The amount of 

compensation will be computed in the same manner as for Equipment.  

 

Foreign assistance funds may not benefit countries or entities that are not eligible 

recipients of United States foreign assistance or for which there are applicable 

assistance restrictions.  Applicants shall work with the Department of State to 

ensure that any applicable restrictions and requirements are addressed prior to 

awarding any sub-awards. 

 



E. APPLICATION REVIEW INFORMATION 

 

1. Criteria 

 

Reviewers will evaluate applications based on their own merits using the 

evaluation criteria below.  Applicants are responsible for reviewing the criteria 

below to fully understand how applications will be reviewed and evaluated for 

potential funding.    
 

The TIP Office will evaluate SOIs against the following criteria:   

 

Quality of Project Idea 

1. The project addresses at least one of the FY 2024 programming priority 

areas within the selected country or region. 

2. The applicant has a clear understanding of contextual factors, including but 

not limited to, local and environmental conditions perpetuating or 

contributing to the stated problem. 

3. There is a clear linkage between the problem and how the project activities 

will address it. 

4. The application identifies related projects or activities that the applicant 

may already be implementing or planning and should describe how the 

proposed project would complement or avoid duplicating current or 

planned efforts.   

5. Applicants consider meaningful input and expertise from survivors or 

persons with lived experience of human trafficking in developing the 

project and/or propose survivor-led organizations as sub-grantees or 

partners.   

6. Gender and social inclusion is a built-in component of project activities, and 

applicants demonstrate how addressing relevant gender and social gaps 

will enhance the project’s goals and objectives.      

 

Institutional Record and Capacity  

7. The application clearly establishes the applicant’s subject matter 

knowledge, experience, and ability to implement the anti-trafficking project 

in the specific country or region, and target population.   



8. The applicant identifies existing partnerships or the ability to form new 

partnerships with governments, academic, civil society, the private sector, 

and other anti-trafficking stakeholders to advance the impact of the 

proposed project and strengthen anti-trafficking collaboration.  

9.  Applicants demonstrate subject matter expertise and experience 

administering successful projects of similar size and scope – preferably in 

human trafficking or related areas – and experience administering 

successful projects in the applicant’s selected country or region.    

 

2. Review and Selection Process 

 

Following the submission deadline, all SOIs will be screened by the TIP Office to 

determine whether they meet the technical requirements stated in this 

announcement.  The TIP Office will only consider SOIs for the specific countries, 

regions, and 2024 programming priorities under this announcement.   

 

SOIs will be deemed ineligible during the technical review process and will not be 

considered for funding if they: (1) include any projects in countries not listed in 

the Initial Notice of Funding Opportunity; (2) do not address a specified 

programming area within the selected country or region; or (3) do not meet the 

technical review requirements listed in Section D above:  Application and 

Submission Information. 

 

Following the technical review, a formal content review of each SOI that passes 

the technical review will commence.  SOIs will be reviewed by members of the TIP 

Office, officials from U.S. Embassies in the countries identified in this 

announcement, and by regional bureaus at the State Department.  Stage-two 

recommendations will be presented to TIP Office leadership for final 

determination on invitations to the second round of the competition.  Selected 

SOI applicants will participate in the second stage of competition.  Selected 

applicants will be invited to submit full proposals, building on the concepts 

described in their four-page SOI.  The selected applicants will have approximately 

30 days to develop and submit a full proposal and will be required to submit 

additional documentation, including but not limited to budget documents, 

resumes/CVs for key personnel, monitoring, evaluation, and learning plans, and 



Letters of Intent to cooperate with partners.  Applicants will be expected to 

submit full proposals that reflect an understanding of victim-centered, trauma-

informed, and survivor-informed approaches to anti-trafficking activities.  In 

particular, should the applicant expect to work directly with victims of human 

trafficking, proposals must reflect an understanding of these approaches and 

apply them in victim identification efforts and the provision of comprehensive 

services.  Full proposals will then be reviewed by members of the TIP Office and 

by an interagency review panel.  Panel recommendations will be presented to the 

Ambassador-at-Large or the TIP Office Acting Director for consideration.   

 

Final award decisions will be influenced by whether the application meets the TIP 

Office’s programmatic goals and objectives, how it supports the Department’s 

overarching foreign policy priorities, and the geographic distribution of the top-

ranking applications. 

 

The U.S. government reserves the right (but is not under obligation to) obtain 

clarifications, additional detail, or to suggest refinements in the program 

description, budget, or other aspects of an application.   

 

Please note, with the exception of technical submission questions during the 

competitive process, U.S. Department of State staff in Washington and overseas 

shall not discuss this competition with applicants until the entire competitive 

process has been completed and rejection and approval letters have been 

transmitted.  All questions related to the funding process and content of this 

funding opportunity must be submitted via email to JTIPGrants@state.gov. 

 

3. Pre-Award Risk Assessment  

 

Second-stage applicants selected for potential funding will be subject to a TIP 

Office risk assessment process that may include a pre-award site visit.  The 

assessment may consider a variety of risk factors, including:  (1) financial stability 

of the applicant; (2) quality of management systems and ability to meet 

prescribed management standards; (3) past performance in managing previous 

federal awards, if applicable, including compliance with reporting requirements, 

conformance to the award’s terms and conditions, and the extent to which 
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previously awarded amounts will be expended prior to future awards; (4) reports 

and findings from available audits; and (5) applicant ability to effectively 

implement statutory, regulatory, or other requirements applicable to non-federal 

entities.  

 

Any funds awarded under this funding opportunity will be provided through a 

grant or cooperative agreement.  A cooperative agreement provides for 

“substantial involvement” between the agency — in this case the TIP Office — 

and the recipient during the award’s period of performance.  If awarded as a 

cooperative agreement, the TIP Office will undertake reasonable and 

programmatically necessary substantial involvement.  Examples of substantial 

involvement by the TIP Office may include, but are not limited to, reviewing and 

approving project materials, training curricula, and reviewing evaluation plans 

produced by recipients and sub-recipients.  Projects funded by resources 

leveraged from other donors are not subject to TIP Office approval. 

 

4.  Responsibility/Qualification Information in SAM.gov (formerly, FAPIIS) 

  

For any Federal award under a notice of funding opportunity, if the Federal 

awarding agency anticipates that the total Federal share will be greater than the 

simplified acquisition threshold over the period of performance (see §200.01 

Simplified Acquisition Threshold), this section must also inform applicants that:  

   

i. The Federal awarding agency, prior to making a Federal award with a total 

amount of Federal share greater than the simplified acquisition threshold, is 

required to review and consider any information about the applicant that is in the 

U.S. government designated integrity and performance system accessible through 

SAM.gov (see 41 U.S.C. 2313);  

   

ii. An applicant, at its option, may review and comment on any information about 

itself that a Federal awarding agency previously entered. Currently, federal 

agencies create integrity records in the integrity module of the Contractor 

Performance Assessment and Reporting System (CPARS) and these records are 

visible as responsibility/qualification records in SAM.gov;  

   



iii. The Federal awarding agency will consider any comments by the applicant, in 

addition to the other information in the designated integrity and performance 

system, in making a judgment about the applicant's integrity, business ethics, and 

record of performance under Federal awards when completing the review of risk 

posed by applicants as described in §200.206 Federal awarding agency review of 

risk posed by applicants. 

  

Anticipated Announcement and Federal Award Dates 

 

The TIP Office anticipates making a decision on SOIs submitted under this NOFO 

by early September and will notify all applicants of their application status at this 

time through JTIPGrants@state.gov.  Applicants invited to submit full applications 

will receive further instructions on how to submit full proposal applications and 

will have approximately 30 days to submit their application.  Shortly after full 

proposal applications are selected for potential funding, TIP Office Program 

Officers will work with the selected organization(s) to clarify aspects of their 

application and award the funds.  Pending the availability of funds and other 

contingencies, the TIP Office would expect projects selected for funding to 

commence during the spring of 2025.   

 

F. FEDERAL AWARD ADMINISTRATION INFORMATION 

 

1. Federal Award Notices 

 

Following the stage one (SOI stage) internal review process, applicants can expect 

to hear from the TIP Office via email regarding the status of their statements of 

interest by September 2024.  However, a letter stating that an applicant is chosen 

for further consideration does not constitute authorization to begin performance 

on the proposed project.  All preliminarily selected applications are conditional 

until the funds have officially been appropriated by Congress, allocated and 

committed through internal bureau procedures, and are authorized and awarded 

by the Grants Officer. 

 

2. Administrative and National Policy Requirements 
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Standard Terms and Conditions:  Before submitting an application, applicants 

should review all the terms and conditions and required certifications which will 

apply to this award, to ensure that they will be able to comply.  These include: 

 

2 CFR 200, 2 CFR 600, Certifications and Assurances, and the Department of State 

Standard Terms and Conditions, all of which are available at:  

https://www.statebuy.state.gov/fa/pages/home.aspx 

 

Note the U.S. Flag branding and marking requirements in the Standard Terms and 

Conditions. 

 

Anti-Prostitution Policy and Requirements:  Grantees are required to agree to 

the following conditions prior to a grant being awarded: 

 

1. None of the funds made available herein may be used to promote, support, or 

advocate the legalization or practice of prostitution.  Nothing in the preceding 

sentence shall be construed to preclude assistance designed to combat 

trafficking in persons, including programs for prevention, protection of victims, 

and prosecution of traffickers and others who profit from trafficking in 

persons, by ameliorating the suffering of, or health risks to, victims while they 

are being trafficked or after they are out of the situation that resulted from 

such victims being trafficked. 

 

2. The recipient shall insert this provision in all sub-agreements under this award. 

 

Training Certification:  All organizations receiving funds must agree to the 

following: 

 

• “This organization hereby certifies that, to the extent practicable, persons 

or entities providing legal services, social services, health services, or other 

assistance have completed, or will complete, training in connection with 

trafficking in persons.”  The recipient shall insert this provision in all sub-

agreements under this award.  TVPA §107A(b)(1) (22 U.S.C. §7105A(b)(1)). 

 

https://www.statebuy.state.gov/fa/pages/home.aspx


Special Provision for Performance in a Designated Combat Area:  Each federal 

assistance award within areas of combat operations or future contingency 

operations, as designated by the Secretary of Defense, over $150,000 or providing 

for performance over 30 days must be registered in the Department of Defense 

maintained Synchronized Pre-deployment and Operational Tracker (SPOT) 

system.  Each federal assistance award shall be registered in SPOT before 

personnel deployment.  Requirements are fully outlined in the award agreements 

for recipients. 

 

Leahy Vetting Requirement:  This requirement applies to training or other 

assistance to be furnished to any unit or individual member of the security forces 

of a foreign country.  Leahy vetting is required when training or assistance is 

provided to foreign security forces, including when such assistance is provided 

under a grant or cooperative agreement.  Department guidance provides the 

following information on the type of personnel who are considered security 

forces and thus must be vetted under Leahy: 

 

• “The Leahy amendment refers to the ‘security forces of a foreign country.’   

It makes no distinction between military and civilian.  The key is whether 

the individual is a member of a security force unit.  In broad terms, any 

division or entity (to include an individual) authorized by a State or political 

subdivision (city, county, etc.) to use force (including but not limited to the 

power to search, detain, and arrest) to accomplish its mission would be 

considered a security force.  ‘Security forces’ thus could be units of law 

enforcement or the military.  Prison guards, customs police, border police, 

tax police, and the coast guard would be examples of the types of units 

included in the category of ‘security forces.’  Members of these types of 

units should be considered as subject to the Leahy Amendment and be 

vetted either as individuals or as part of the unit being trained.  Examples of 

persons who are not considered ‘security forces’ include: government 

bureaucrats, prosecutors, judges, civilian members of NGOs, international 

organizations or task forces and forensic lab workers.” 

 

Leahy Vetting requirements will be fully outlined in the award agreements for 

recipients.  The vetting process may take considerable time, and applicants should 



plan training activities with sufficient time for vetting to be completed.  All 

successful applicants, including prior grantees, will be required to complete a 

Leahy Vetting training module (https://www.state.gov/key-topics-office-to-

monitor-and-combat-trafficking-in-persons/#leahy) prior to the award of new 

projects.  

 

Never Contract with the Enemy:  This requirement refers to a law that was 

codified in 2 CFR Part 183, which prohibits funding persons or entities that are 

actively opposing United States or coalition forces involved in a contingency 

operation in which members of the Armed Forces are actively engaged in 

hostilities.  If applicant is on the current list of prohibited or restricted persons or 

entities in SAM Exclusions, then this would prohibit that applicant from receiving 

an award.  Furthermore, an award recipient may be terminated if they are found 

to have used award funds, either directly or indirectly, to the enemy. 

 

Executive Order Strengthening Protections Against Trafficking in Persons in 

Federal Contracts:  Any applicant’s hiring process must be consistent with the 

U.S. government’s regulations on preventing human trafficking among federal 

contractors and grantees, specifically: 

 

• U.S. law and regulations expressly prohibit federal contractors, sub-

contractors, grantees, sub-grantees, and their agents/employees from 

engaging in certain trafficking-related practices, such as misleading or 

fraudulent recruitment practices; charging employee recruitment fees; and 

destroying or confiscating employees' identity documents, such as a 

passport or a driver’s license. 

 

See 22 U.S.C. §1704(g); Federal Acquisition Regulation, 48 C.F.R. §52.222-50 

(Combating Trafficking in Persons); see also Federal Acquisition Regulation, 83 FR 

65466 (Dec. 20, 2018) (Combating Trafficking in Persons—Definition of 

“Recruitment Fees”). 

  

U.S. National Action Plan on Women, Peace, and Security:  Applicants are 

encouraged to review the goals of the U.S. National Action Plan on Women, 

bookmark://leahy/
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Peace, and Security for their relevance to applications.  In particular, Outcome 3.3 

of the Plan provides guidance on efforts to combat trafficking: 

 

• “Engage with international and/or civil society organizations to ensure that 

standard operational procedures are in place to prevent human trafficking, 

especially among refugees and internally displaced persons (IDPs), including 

appropriate assistance and procedures for unaccompanied minors, to 

identify potential trafficked persons, and to refer survivors to appropriate 

service providers.  As appropriate, provide support to international and civil 

society organizations to set up emergency care services for trafficking 

survivors.” 

 

And: 

 

• “Promote establishment of local coalitions or taskforces comprised of 

relevant government authorities and civil society organizations to combat 

human trafficking as part of the justice reform measures in post-conflict 

areas.” 

 

U.S. Department of State Policy on Disabilities:  The U.S. government has made a 

commitment to protect and advance human rights and fundamental freedoms for 

all people, including persons with disabilities.  To that end, the Convention on the 

Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD) seeks to ensure that every person living 

with a disability can benefit from the same access and protections, in the United 

States and abroad. 

 

U.S. Department of State Policy on Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender, and 

Intersex (LGBTQ+) Individuals:  In preparing applications, applicants are reminded 

that the Department’s priorities for advancing LGBTQ+ equality abroad are to 

eliminate violence and discrimination based on sexual orientation, gender 

identity, and gender expression.  Advancing the human rights of LGBTQ+ people, 

as with our support for other marginalized or vulnerable people, complements 

and reinforces other U.S. foreign policy priorities, including strengthening civil 

society, promoting the rule of law, supporting gender equality, and advancing the 

status of women and girls, protecting refugees and asylum seekers, and furthering 



anti-trafficking efforts, among others.  Due to these intersections, violations, or 

abuses of the human rights of LGBTQ+ people often also have negative 

implications for other U.S. foreign policy priorities. 

  

3. Grant Reporting and Monitoring Requirements 

 

Reporting is critical to effective program management and oversight.  Reports are 

required as a means of evaluating the recipient’s progress and utilization of 

resources.  They are divided between a performance progress report and a 

financial status report.  

  

Recipients will, at a minimum, be required to submit regular Performance Reports 

(QPR) and a Financial Report (QFR) in accordance with the award agreement.  The 

QPRs will compare actual to planned performance and describe the progress 

made in accomplishing each assistance award tasks/goals noted in the grant 

agreement and will contain analysis and summary of findings, both quantitative 

and qualitative, for key indicators.  The QFRs provide a means of monitoring 

expenditures and comparing costs incurred with progress. 

  

Recipients must report immediately when a program faces unplanned delays in 

implementation, fails to meet program targets or milestones, or costs increase.  

Any changes or revisions to the approved budget require prior approval from the 

TIP Office Grants Officer.   

  

Recipients are required to report program and beneficiary achievements on a 

quarterly basis (or provide written confirmation that there is no related news for 

the given quarter) beginning with second quarter’s program report. 

 

Applicants whose applications are selected for funding will be required to submit 

financial reports and project narrative reports.  The award terms and conditions 

will specify how often these reports must be submitted. 

 

• Reporting Requirements:  Award recipients are required to submit 

quarterly narrative and financial reports at pre-determined intervals 

throughout the project period and required to submit final reports 120 days 



after the end of the project period.  Access to funds may be suspended if 

reports are late or incomplete. 

 

• Grant Monitoring and Evaluation:  The TIP Office monitors all funded 

projects.  Award recipients should expect the Grants Officer and Grants 

Officer Representative to conduct site visits during the performance period.  

On-site reviews include assessment of project and administrative 

effectiveness.  In addition to planned project monitoring, some awards and 

sub-awards may be selected for independent evaluation. 

 

If the federal share of any award issued under this funding opportunity exceeds 

$500,000 over the period of performance, potential applicants should be aware of 

the post-award reporting requirements reflected in 2 CFR 200 Appendix XII—

Award Term and Condition for Recipient Integrity and Performance Matters. 

 

As per §170.220, grantees awarded under this announcement will be required to 

report all sub-awardees receiving funds of $30,000 or more to 

http://www.fsrs.gov.  More information about this requirement can be found 

within the Department of State Standard Terms and Conditions. 

 

Each non-Federal entity that applies for Federal financial assistance and that does 

not have an exception under §170.110(b) must have the necessary processes and 

systems in place to comply with the reporting requirements should they receive 

Federal funding.  

 

4. Data Sharing Recommendation 

 

The TIP Office strongly encourages successful applicants to provide victim and 

survivor data collected from project(s) to the IOM Counter-Trafficking Data 

Collaborative (https://www.ctdatacollaborative.org/) (CTDC), which publishes 

harmonized data from counter-trafficking organizations around the world.  The 

goal of the CTDC is to break down information-sharing barriers and equip the 

counter-trafficking community with up to date, reliable data on human trafficking.  

Bringing together global data in one platform will strengthen and empower local, 

national, and international institutions to eradicate crimes of trafficking and 

bookmark://ap2.1.200_1521.xii/
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exploitation.  No personally identifying information is transferred to or hosted by 

CTDC, and organizations are asked to anonymize victim data in accordance with 

the standards set by IOM CTDC. 

 

G. FEDERAL AWARDING AGENCY CONTACTS 

 

If you have any questions about the funding process or the content of this funding 

opportunity, applicants may submit these questions via email to 

JTIPGrants@state.gov.  The questions and answers are published and updated 

frequently on the TIP Office’s website. 

 

For assistance with MyGrants contact Customer Support by calling 1 (888) 313-

4567 or by creating an account on the ILMS Self Service Portal.  The Support Desk 

is available 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.  Please note the hours for Federal 

holidays may differ.  Please note, if an organization has issues submitting an 

application near the deadline, the only way its late application will be accepted 

is if it opens a ticket with the help desk to fix the problem prior to the deadline, 

and if the applicant emails jtipgrants@state.gov before the deadline with the 

ILMS ticket number and an explanation of the problem.  A ticket with the help 

desk can be opened by submitting a ticket through the ILMS Self Service Portal.  

The ILMS Help Desk utilizes a user-facing ticketing interface that allows users to 

submit and monitor their MyGrants tickets. 

 

DISCLAIMER: 

  

The terms and conditions published in this NOFO are binding and may not be 

modified by any Bureau representative.  Explanatory information provided by the 

bureau that contradicts public language will not be binding.  Issuance of the NOFO 

does not constitute an award commitment on the part of the U.S. government.  

The TIP Office reserves the right to reduce, revise, or increase budgets in 

accordance with the needs of the program and the availability of funds.  Awards 

made will be subject to periodic reporting and evaluation requirements listed in 

this NOFO.  
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