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Population-based study in Zurich

* Health and development of all children below age
three in all of the 12 infant care institutions in
Zurich

 Comparison with the representative cohort of the
Zurich Longitudinal Studies (ZLS; University
Children‘s hospital in Zurich)

T1:1958-1961 N=431

Marie Meierhofer, MD

1909-1998 T2:1971-1973 N= 143 (subsample)
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Graph 1: Differential developmental outcomes
between institutionalized and non-
institutionalized children.

Between group:

 Development: B =-.63, p<.001.
* Llanguage: B =-.63, p<.001

e Social skills: B =-.61, p<.001

Withing group:

* Higher birth weight:
B=.15 p<.05

* Regular family contact
B=.20, p<.05
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Follow-up study adolescence

1971-1973, age 14, N=143

Stereotypies

Depression

Speech and school problems

Number of placement changes relevant for effect size

Meierhofer, Marie; Keller, Wilhelm (1974): Frustration im friihen Kindesalter. Bern, Hans Huber, 3. Aufl. (1.
Aufl. 1966)

Meierhofer, M., & Hittenmoser, M. (unveréffentlicht). Die spdtere Entwicklung von Kindern, welche ihre
erste Lebenszeit in Sduglings- und Kinderheimen verbracht hatten. Untersuchungsbericht zuhanden des
Schweizerischen Nationalfonds fiir wissenschaftliche Forschung. Zirich: Archiv Marie Meierhofer Institut.
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LifeStories Project

 What are the long-term health and development outcomes of early
institutional placement under conditions of psychosocial deprivation
across the life span?

 How do individuals placed in institutional care report on their subjective
experience?
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Social and Compulsory measures in Switzerland
before 1981

Unabhangige Expertenkommission
Administrative \v/ef'sor'gungeﬂ
'Il Commission indépendante d‘experts

internements administratifs

( DI Commissione peritale indipendente

internamenti amministrativi

THE AGE OF INQUIRY
A global mapping of institutional abuse inquiries

HOME ABOUT BROWSE SEARCH CONTACT

This web resource maps inquiries into historical child abuse, which have proliferated since the
1990s. It focuses in particular on investigations into ‘institutional child abuse’, which
encompasses a range of settings, typically outside the family but including arrangements such as
foster care.

Welfare and Coercion O e 5 S} DTt ok (B e o et
National Research Programme
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Wave 1: 1958-1961
420 children born
between 1952-1959

Wave 2: 1971-1973
143 children
(subsample)

Individuals placed in institutions as infants (Marie Meierhofer Children's Institute)

Exploratory study:
2012-2013 Wave 3: 2019-2022
16 individuals Wave 1 cohort
(subsample)

Continuous assessments between ages 0-18
445 children born between 1954-1961

Children growing up in families (Zurich Longitudinal Studies)

Current assessment
2019-2022
Original cohort

Population-based study

60-year longitudinal study

Representative comparison cohort

Standardized development tests
Modern statistics

Isolated effect of psychosocial deprivation

Development and Health of Adults
Formerly Placed in Infant Care
Institutions - Study Protocol of the
LifeStories Project

Patici Laonan" Hanah San, Fatlo Stcca, an Pt o', Glara Bombac,
Hoid Simoni', Flavia M. Wehrio® and Oskar G. Jony

social, and motor development in the first years of Ko,

ibsample of 143 chikiren about 10 years later revealed
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Ethical concerns

Institutional placement unknown to participant
Institutional placement unknown to next-of kind
Study participation as infant unknown

Retraumatization through potentially distressing memories

Dmarpemy The LifeStories project:
fe— Empowering voices and avoiding
harm—Ethics protocol of a
long-term follow-up study of
individuals placed in infant care
institutions in Switzerland
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Preparation, search and recruitment

Preparation of study with survivors
Search through population registry
CH: 96% found

Abroad: 38% found

Total found: N= 349 (81%)

N= 267 eligible for contact

Participation 50% (N=132)

International Journal of Child, Youth and Family Studies

Using participatory methods to develop and implement
research on historical Compulsory Social Measures and
Placements in Switzerland
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Data collection: mixed method

* Physical and mental health

*  Well-being

* Life events and transitions

* SES and education

* Resilience and sense of coherence

e Cognitive and motor abilities

* Subjective life trajectory and biographical experiences

Narrative interviews

11
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Results:
Relevant themes 60 years later

Narrative interviews 12
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Results: voices of survivors

Narrative
Interviews

13
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Cognitive functions 60 years later

0.204

0.151

Gruppe

Kontrollgruppe
Institutionalisierte Gruppe

(ChiId Abuse & Neglect 154 (2024) 106917

0.05 Contents lists available at ScienceDirect
} Child Abuse & Neglect 5
ELSEVIER journal homepage: www elsevier.comlocstelchisbuneg [}
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Effects of early lving psych ==
privation on cogniti: ing 60 years later: Findings of

the LifeStories project

0.00 Hannah Sand *”, Fabio Sticca ™, Flavia M. Wehrle **, Dominique A. Eichelberger*,
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Domains of cognitive functioning
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Cognitive functions 60 years later

Group . Comparison group E Institutionalized group

Neuropsychologische Erhebung

Age -adjusted scaled scores

Figure 2: cognitive function, WAIS

Working memory (d =-0.78, p <.001)

15
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Health and development 60 years later

(preliminary)

Between group differences _ i §

B=0.43, p<.001
Physical health B=0.21, p=0.03 Questionnaire
Mental health B=-0.09, p=0.01
Life satisfaction B=0.3, p=0.01
Attachment security B=0.47, p<.001
Neuropsychological assessment
Emotion regulation B=-1.09, p=0.027

Table 1: group differences 60-year follow-up

16
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Data validity

17
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Social and compulsory measures and placements before 1981 in
Switzerland

THE AGE OF INQUIRY

A global mapping of institutional abuse inquiries

HOME ABOUT BROWSE SEARCH CONTACT

This web resource maps inquiries into historical child abuse, which have proliferated since the
1990s. It focuses in particular on investigations into ‘institutional child abuse’, which
encompasses a range of settings, typically outside the family but including arrangements such as
foster care.

Wright, K., Swain, S., and Skéld, J. (2020). The Age of Inquiry: A global mapping of institutional abuse inquiries. Second edition. Melbourne: La
Trobe University. DOI: http://doi.org/10.4225/22/591e1e3a36139

Fiirsorge und Zwang
Nationales Forschungsprogramm

20
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Institutionalization in a global context

21
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The relevance of nurture and care

>cca Saxe and

Scientists reconfigured a magnetic resonance scanner to capture a woman and her baby. Re

Atsushi Takahashi / Department of Brain and Cognitive Sciences, MIT / Athinoula A. Martinos Imaging Center at the McGovern

22
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«We are not the survival of the fittest,

we are the survival of the nurtured.»
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Thank you!

Patricia Lannen, PhD
lannen@mmi.ch
Marie Meierhofer Children’s Institute, www.mmi.ch
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