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F. Family environment and alternative care (arts. 5, 9-11, 18 (1) and (2),
20-21, 25 and 27 (4))
Family environment
46. The Committee is concerned that the disruption of family life due to poverty, armed
conflict and violence has seriously weakened families’ capacities to provide a safe
environment for children. It is also concerned about the prevalent stereotypes concerning
the tasks and roles of women and girls, and their negative impact on the development of
girls and boys.
47. The Committee recommends that the State party invest in measures to support
families’ economic self-reliance to attain the minimum conditions to provide for their
children. It also recommends that the State party take measures targeting mothers
and fathers to promote the equal share of responsibility for their children, in
accordance with article 18(1) of the Convention.
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Children deprived of a family environment
48. The Committee welcomes the State party’s measures to promote the use of foster
families and family care and the development of minimum standards for care by foster
families in 2015, but is concerned about the continuing extensive use of institutions which
lack adequate human and financial resources.
49. Drawing the State party’s attention to the Guidelines for the Alternative Care
of Children (see General Assembly resolution 64/142, annex), the Committee
recommends that the State party invest in measures to support all forms of familybased care, including through communities’ support mechanisms, and improve the
human and material conditions of institutions to provide appropriate care for
children under their responsibility.
Adoption
50. The Committee is concerned about the dissolution of the Adoption Committee.
51. The Committee recommends that the State party re-establish the Adoption
Committee and consider ratifying the Hague Convention on protection of children
and cooperation in respect of intercountry adoption.
G. Disability, basic health and welfare (arts. 6, 18 (3), 23, 24, 26, 27 (1)-(3)
and 33)
Children with disabilities
52. The Committee takes note of act No. 00.007 on Health, Protection and Promotion of
Persons with Disabilities, of December 2000, but is concerned about its lack of
implementation. The Committee is particularly concerned about the majority of children
with disabilities not attending school and that pervasive poverty and extensive armed
violence have exacerbated the discrimination and exclusion already faced by these children
and further limited their access to adequate care and assistance. It is further concerned
about the increased number of children with impairments due to armed conflict.

Better Care Network

Country Care Review:
Central African Republic

www.bettercarenetwork.org

I. Special protection measures (arts. 22, 30, 32-33, 35-36, 37 (b)-(d), 38, 39
and 40)
Refugee and internally-displaced children
64. The Committee appreciates that despite the difficult economic, political and security
context, the State party has continued to host and integrate refugee and asylum-seeking
children and welcomes the measures taken to provide health, and education to children in
refugee and internally displaced persons’ camps. The Committee is however seriously
concerned that almost half a million of the State party’s nationals are refugees in
neighbouring countries while another half million are internally displaced persons,
representing about one fifth of the population away from their usual place of residency. The
Committee is further concerned about refugee and displaced children who may have been
or are at risk of being recruited and/or used in hostilities and/or sexually abused by armed
groups.
65. The Committee urges the State party to:
(a) Take all measures necessary to guarantee the rights and well-being of
internally displaced children, including by providing access to clean water, adequate
sanitation, food and shelter, and paying due attention to their needs in terms of health
and education;
(b) Develop a system of psychosocial support and assistance for children
who are internally displaced , refugees and returnees, addressing their special
recovery needs after the traumatic experiences of war;
(c) Establish a mechanism to identify at the earliest possible stage children
who may have been or are at risk of being recruited and/or used in hostilities and/or
sexually abused by armed groups;
(d) Continue to cooperate with UNHCR and UNICEF in this regard.
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Children in street situations
72. The Committee is concerned about children living in street situations due to poverty,
violence at home, practices of witchcraft, exploitation or trafficking and the lack of
information on the number of children in this situation and the violations of rights they
face.
73. The Committee recommends that the State party assess the number of children
living and/or working in the streets, and identify the root causes of their situation and
the violations of rights they face with the aim of developing and implementing
measures to address their situation. The State party should ensure that any measure
respects the child’s best interests and due consideration is given to their autonomous
views in accordance with their age and maturity.

OPSC to CRC

Ratification
Date

Care-Related Concluding Observations

24 Oct 2012

OPAC to CRC

Accession
Date

Care-Related Concluding Observations

n/a

ICCPR

Accession
Date

Care-Related Concluding Observations

8 May 1981

ICESCR

Accession
Date

Care-Related Concluding Observations

Better Care Network

Country Care Review:

www.bettercarenetwork.org
08 May 1981

CEDAW

Accession
Date

Care-Related Concluding Observations

21 Jun 1991

CRPD

Ratification
Date

Care-Related Concluding Observations

11 Oct 2016

UPR

Date of
Consideration
4 May 2009

Hague
Intercountry
Adoption

Accession
Date
n/a

Acronyms and Abbreviations:

Link to Page
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/UPR/PAGES/CFSession5.aspx

Link to Country Profile

Better Care Network

Country Care Review:
Central African Republic

www.bettercarenetwork.org

CEDAW

Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women

CRC

Convention on the Rights of the Child/Committee on the Rights of the Child

CRPD

Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities

ICCRP

International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights

ICESCR

International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights

OPAC to CRC Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the Involvement of Children in Armed Conflict
OPSC to CRC Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the Sale of Children, Child Prostitution and Child
Pornography
UN

United Nations

UPR

Universal Periodic Review

