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The panel will discuss strategies to end violence against children in institutions by enforcing their 
right to grow up in a family. This panel will examine the implications of CRPD General Comment 
No. 5 on CRPD Article 19, in which the CRPD Committee stated:  
 

“[f]or children, the core of the right to live independently and be included in the 
community entails a right to grow up in a family.”  

 
The Committee stated that small or family-like residential programs are no substitute for growing 
up with a family. The panel will also discuss how international donations and “voluntourism” can 
contribute to further segregation and abuse. 
 
We will hear firsthand from Jean Searle, a woman who grew up in a residential institution in the 
United States and had her child taken away. She was slated to be transferred to the Pennhurst 
Institution but was saved by a court order as a result of class-action litigation protecting the right 
to community integration. Her first “community placement” was a group home with people she 
did not choose and where she worked in a sheltered workshop for pennies. 
 
We will also hear from a representative of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights, 
which has set up a disability unit to oversee enforcement of disability rights throughout the 
Americas.    
 
In addition to CART, Spanish-to-English translation will be available. 
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