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Principal areas of concern and recommendations

B. Specific rights (arts. 5-30)

Children with disabilities (art. 7)

13.

14.

15.

16.

The Committee is concerned at the lack of awareness regarding the rights of children with disabilities and
the absence of a specific strategy to address their rights. It is also concerned that children with disabilities
are not systematically involved in decisions that affect their lives and do not have the opportunity to
express their opinion on matters that affect them directly.

The Committee recommends that the State party raise awareness of the rights of children with
disabilities through training in schools, family settings and the wider community, in close cooperation
with organizations of persons with disabilities; and develop a comprehensive rights-based strategy for
children with disabilities that adopts safeguards to protect their rights. The Committee further
recommends that children with disabilities are consulted in all matters affecting them, with appropriate
assistance according to their disability and age, aligned with the Committee on the Rights of the Child
Concluding Observations (CRC/C/COK/CO/1).

The Committee notes an early identification of, and intervention for, children with disabilities project due
to commence before 2016, however, the Committee is concerned that this project is of a temporary nature
and unsustainable in meeting the long term needs of children with disabilities.

The Committee recommends that the State party:

(a) Establish a permanent early identification and intervention programme for children with disabilities,
from birth to school age;

(b) Identify and provide additional paediatric specialist services that are not currently available;
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(c) Provide families of children with disabilities financial assistance, training and support mechanisms
to ensure children’s inclusion and full participation in the family and the community.
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Acronyms and Abbreviations:
CEDAW Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women
CRC Convention on the Rights of the Child/Committee on the Rights of the Child
CRPD Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities
ICCRP International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights
ICESCR International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights

OPACto CRC  Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the Involvement of Children in Armed Conflict

OPSCto CRC  Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the Sale of Children, Child Prostitution and Child Pornography
UN United Nations

UPR Universal Periodic Review



