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IV. Main areas of concern and recommendations

A. General measures of implementation (arts. 4, 42 and 44 (6))

Legislation

8. The Committee reiterates its previous recommendation (CRC/C/MDV/CO/3 of 2007, para. 12) and
recommends that the State party take immediate measures to adopt the draft Child Rights Bill ensuring its
full compliance with the Convention, including in areas related to shared parental responsibility, removal of
children from their families, coordination of child protection, and rights of children of expatriates.

E. Violence against children (arts. 19, 24, para.3, 28, para. 2, 34, 37 (a) and 39)

Torture and other cruel or degrading treatment or punishment

40. While noting that Article 54 of the Constitution prohibits torture, the Committee is concerned
that under the 2014 Regulation on Conducting Trials, Investigations and Sentencing Fairly for
Offences Committed by Minors (articles 4 and 5) children who have reached puberty may be
punished by flogging for committing certain hadd offences. The Committee is seriously concerned
that minors continue being flogged or sentenced to flogging and that there is a gender bias in the
application of this punishment as in the majority of cases only women and girls who have been
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convicted for sex out of marriage are sentenced to flogging. The Committee is further concerned
that child offenders may also be lawfully sentenced to life imprisonment, banishment, or flogging
for consensual same-sex relations.

41. The Committee reiterates its previous recommendation (CRC/C/MDV/CO/3, para. 56) and
with reference to the Committee’s General Comment No. 8 (2006) on corporal punishment it
urges the State party:

(a) To take all the necessary measures to ensure that persons who committed crimes while
under the age of 18 are not subjected to any form of torture, including corporal
punishment, and that corporal punishment as a disciplinary measure is prohibited by
law in the home, alternative care settings, justice institutions, schools and workplace
settings;

F. Family environment and alternative care (arts. 5, 9-11, 18 (paras. 1 and 2), 20-21,
25 and 27 (para. 4))

Family environment

50. The Committee remains concerned, as underscored during the dialogue, about the very high
rate of divorce in the State party which continues to increase. The Committee is also concerned
that there is only one child care facility in the State party, despite the large amount of working
mothers. The Committee is also concerned at the lack of parenting awareness programmes and
couples guidance services.

51. The Committee recommends that the State party undertake a study into the reasons behind
the high divorce rate and encourages the State party to increase its efforts to provide child-care
facilities and to develop family education and awareness through, inter alia, providing support,
including training for parents in parental guidance and joint parental responsibilities.
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Children deprived of a family environment

52. The Committee is seriously concerned about abuse, discrimination and violence against
children within alternative care institutions and about the steady increase since 2010 in the
number of children placed in the Home for People with Special Needs, an institution which is
neither mandated nor set up to provide children with residential care or to provide child victims
with the treatment and services they need. The Committee is particularly concerned that:

(a) There is currently no comprehensive legal framework and guidelines for the
placement, care, and reintegration of children in alternative care, and for the
oversight of the recruitment and conduct of staff at alternative care institutions;

(b) There is a lack of plans, policies or procedures for children or adolescents
leaving care;

(c) No adequate consideration has been given by the State party to the
possibilities for the development of traditional foster care systems, such as
family/community-based alternative care.

53. The Committee urges the State party to immediately remove children from the Home for
People with Special Needs and stop placing children in this institution and to investigate all
cases of abuse, discrimination and violence against children within alternative care institutions.
Reiterating its previous recommendation (CRC/C/MDV/CO/3, para. 60), the Committee further
recommends the State party adopt expeditiously Regulations on Minimum Standards for
Children’s Homes, Regulations on State Custody and Regulations on Foster Care, taking into
account the Guidelines for the Alternative Care of Children of 20 December 2009, and to provide
relevant training to staff to implement them in practice. The Committee also recommends that
the State party urgently develop programmes for children and adolescents leaving care and
explores without further delay possibilities for the development of traditional foster care
systems, such as family/community-based alternative care.
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Acronyms and Abbreviations:
CEDAW Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women
CRC Convention on the Rights of the Child/Committee on the Rights of the Child
CRPD Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities
ICCRP International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights
ICESCR International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights

OPAC to CRC  Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the Involvement of Children in Armed Conflict

OPSCto CRC  Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the Sale of Children, Child Prostitution and Child Pornography
UN United Nations

UPR Universal Periodic Review



