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II. Follow-up measures taken and progress achieved by the State party
3. The Committee welcomes the progress achieved by the State party in various areas since its last review, as
well as the re-establishment of the National Authority for the Protection of the Rights of the Child and Adoption
and the adoption of a number of new acts and institutional and policy measures related to children’s rights, in
particular the amendment to the Law on Child Rights to prohibit the institutionalization of children under 3
years, the revision of the Adoption Law and the adoption of a progressive Education Law in 2011. It also
welcomes the adoption of the National Strategy on the Protection and Promotion of Children’s Rights 20142020 and the National Strategy on Children’s and Adolescents’ Mental Health 2016-2020.

III. Main areas of concern and recommendations
4. The Committee reminds the State party of the indivisibility and interdependence of all the rights enshrined
in the Convention and emphasizes the importance of all the recommendations contained in the present
concluding observations. The Committee would like to draw the State party’s attention to the
recommendations concerning the following areas, in respect of which urgent measures must be taken:
allocation of resources (para. 10); discrimination against Roma children (para. 17); abuse, neglect and sexual
exploitation and abuse (para. 26); children deprived of a family environment (para. 29); children with
disabilities (para. 32); and health (para. 34).

A. General measures of implementation (arts. 4, 42 and 44 (6))
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Committee’s previous recommendations
5. The Committee recommends that the State party take all necessary measures to address its
recommendations of 2009 (CRC/C/ROM/CO/4) which have not been implemented or not sufficiently
implemented, in particular those related to children deprived of a family environment (paras. 52 and 55)
and violence against children (paras. 57 and 59).

D. Violence against children (arts. 19, 24 (3), 28 (2), 34, 37 (a) and 39)
Abuse, neglect and sexual exploitation and abuse
25. While welcoming the development of the observation and the risk assessment forms aimed at identifying
children in need of help and giving them access to services, the Committee is concerned at the:
…
(c) Severe forms of violence allegedly taking place in the childcare system, especially towards
children with disabilities.
26. With reference to its general comment No. 13 (2011) on the right of the child to freedom from all forms
of violence and taking note of target 16.2 of the Sustainable Development Goals on ending abuse,
exploitation, trafficking and all forms of violence against and torture of children, the Committee
recommends that the State party:
…
(c) Provide sufficient human and financial resources to the mechanisms set up to identify, report,
prevent and monitor cases of violence and abuse in any setting, including in police custody,
detention, at school and at home;
…
(e) Provide systematic training to professionals working with children;
(f) Investigate all cases of violence and abuse of children in the childcare system and hold the
perpetrators accountable.
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E. Family environment and alternative care (arts. 5, 9-11, 18 (1) and (2), 20-21, 25 and 27 (4))
Children deprived of a family environment
28. While welcoming the intention of the National Authority for the Protection of the Rights of the Child and
Adoption to make the reform of the childcare system a priority, the Committee is concerned about:
(a) The significant number of children still being placed in institutional care and about children from
the most disadvantaged groups, including children from poor families, Roma children and
children with disabilities, who remain at high risk of family separation and institutionalization;
(b) The absence of adequate mechanisms for identifying children at risk and of early intervention
services and referral systems at the community level, as well as about the belief that some
children, particularly children with disabilities, are “better off” if separated from their families,
resulting in children being unnecessarily placed in the child protection system;
(c) Insufficient psychosocial support for children in institutions and residential care, especially for
children with disabilities, insufficient training for social workers and staff in placement centres
as well as gaps in the child protection system;
(d) Inadequate monitoring of children in institutions and residential care and investigation of reports
of physical and sexual abuse, including trafficking in children for the purposes of sexual
exploitation;
(e) Insufficient support for children leaving care, including those with disabilities.
29. Drawing the State party’s attention to the Guidelines for the Alternative Care of Children (General
Assembly resolution 64/142, annex), the Committee emphasizes that financial and material poverty — or
conditions directly and uniquely attributable to such poverty — should never be the sole justification for
removing a child from parental care, for placing a child in alternative care or for preventing a child’s social
reintegration. In this regard, the Committee recommends that the State party:
(a) Establish a system of individual assessments and look for solutions that are in the best interests
of the individual child;
(b) Implement the Deinstitutionalization Plan for Children in Residential Care and Ensuring their
Transition to Community-Based Care (2016) and put a strong monitoring system in place, and
expedite placement in family-based care;

Better Care Network
www.bettercarenetwork.org

Country Care Review:
Romania
(c) Ensure adequate safeguards and clear criteria, particularly for Roma children and children with
disabilities, based on the needs and best interests of the child, for determining whether a child
should be placed in alternative care;
(d) Ensure periodic review of the placement of children in residential care and institutions and
monitor the quality of care therein, including by providing accessible channels for reporting,
monitoring and remedying maltreatment of children;
(e) Ensure that adequate human, technical and financial resources are allocated to residential care
centres and relevant child protection services to facilitate the rehabilitation and social
reintegration of children resident therein to the greatest extent possible;
(f) Increase coordination of all interventions at the local level to develop prevention, early
identification and intervention;
(g) Support and monitor regular and appropriate contact between the child and his or her family,
provided that this is consistent with the child’s best interests;
(h) Strengthen support to children leaving care, including those with disabilities, to enable them to
reintegrate into society by providing access to adequate housing, legal, health and social services
as well as educational and vocational training opportunities.

Adoption
30. The Committee, while noting the amendment of the Law on Adoption, reiterates its previous
recommendation (see CRC/C/ROM/CO/4, para. 54) and urges the State party to:
(a) Ensure that adequate human and technical resources are allocated to implementation of the
revised law;
(b) Further develop programmes to reduce misconceptions relating to the adoption of children with
severe disabilities and Roma children;
(c) Ensure that children who could not be placed with families domestically have access to intercountry adoption.

F. Disability, basic health and welfare (arts. 6, 18 (3), 23, 24, 26, 27 (1)-(3) and 33)
Children with disabilities

Better Care Network
www.bettercarenetwork.org

Country Care Review:
Romania
31. The Committee notes the re-establishment of the National Authority for People with Disabilities and the
adoption of the Strategy on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and Roma Inclusion, but remains concerned
that the State party does not have a human rights-based model for disability and that:
…
(c) Children with disabilities are still placed in specialized institutions and classes and that teachers and
professionals need more specialized training to be able to provide appropriate and individual
support in inclusive classes;
32. With reference to its general comment No. 9 (2006) on the rights of children with disabilities, the
Committee reiterates its previous recommendation (see CRC/C/ROM/CO/4, para. 61) and urges the State
party to:
…
(d) Set up comprehensive measures to develop inclusive education and ensure that children with
disabilities are not placed in specialized institutions and classes;

H. Special protection measures (arts. 22, 30, 32-33, 35-36, 37 (b)-(d), 38, 39 and 40)
Asylum-seeking and refugee children
40. While welcoming the amendments to the national asylum legislation which introduce additional
safeguards for unaccompanied children seeking asylum, the Committee recommends that the State party:
(b) Clarify existing legislation and administrative policies to ensure that adequate alternative care
arrangements are available for asylum-seeking and refugee children which consider the views
and best interests of the child and that regular reviews of these arrangements are conducted;

Children in street situations
42. While noting that the State party has acknowledged the issue of children in street situations and has
implemented the Street Children Initiative, and with reference to its general comment No. 21 (2017) on
children in street situations, the Committee reiterates its previous recommendation (see
CRC/C/ROM/CO/4, para. 85) and urges the State party to ensure that children in street situations receive
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all the needed support, particularly reintegration with family or placement in alternative care, and are
provided with health care, education, access to social services, national identification documentation, safe
spaces and support, as well as prevention and rehabilitation services in relation to drug abuse.

Administration of juvenile justice
44. With reference to its general comment No. 10 (2007) on children’s rights in juvenile justice, the
Committee reiterates its previous recommendation (see CRC/C/ROM/CO/4, para. 92) and urges the State
party to bring its juvenile justice system fully into line with the Convention and other relevant standards.
In particular, the Committee urges the State party to:
(c) Promote measures for dealing with children accused of having infringed the penal law without
resorting to judicial proceedings, such as diversion, probation, mediation, counselling or
community service; and, wherever possible, use alternative measures at sentencing and
ensure that detention is used as a last resort and for the shortest possible period of time and
that it is reviewed on a regular basis with a view to withdrawing it.
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Acronyms and Abbreviations:
CEDAW

Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women
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Convention on the Rights of the Child/Committee on the Rights of the Child
Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities
International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights
International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights
Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the Involvement of Children in Armed Conflict
Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the Sale of Children, Child Prostitution and Child Pornography
United Nations
Universal Periodic Review

