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III. Principal areas of concern and recommendations 

 
B. Specific rights (arts. 5–30) 

 
Children with disabilities (art. 7) 

 
16. The Committee recommends that the State party: 

 
(c) Take measures to combat the stigmatization and stereotyping of children with disabilities within 
families and in society and implement strategies to prevent the abandonment, neglect, seclusion and 
institutionalization of children with disabilities.  
 
Liberty and security of the person (art. 14)  
 
27. The Committee is concerned about article 49 of the Criminal Code, which may lead to the arbitrary 
institutionalization of persons with disabilities, and about the enduring practice of institutionalizing persons 
with disabilities against their will and for extended periods of time, including in institutions run by traditional 
healers.  
 
28. Taking into consideration its guidelines on article 14 (2015), the Committee recommends that the State 
party review article 49 of the Criminal Code to ensure that persons with disabilities are not arbitrarily 
institutionalized in the context of criminal procedures, and take measures to eradicate the forced 
institutionalization of persons with disabilities, in particular persons with intellectual and/or psychosocial 
disabilities, including in institutions run by traditional healers.  
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Acronyms and Abbreviations: 
 
CEDAW  Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women 
CRC  Convention on the Rights of the Child/Committee on the Rights of the Child 
CRPD  Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities 
ICCRP  International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights 
ICESCR  International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights 
OPAC to CRC Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the Involvement of Children in Armed Conflict 
OPSC to CRC Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the Sale of Children, Child Prostitution and Child Pornography 
UN  United Nations 
UPR  Universal Periodic Review 


