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Ill. Principal areas of concern and recommendations

B. Specific rights (arts. 5-30)

Children with disabilities (art. 7)

12. The Committee notes with concern that legislation and policies fail to provide protection for the rights of
children with disabilities. It is also concerned about the absence of information on the situation of deaf and
deaf-blind children, and about measures to ensure their protection and inclusion in society.

13. The Committee recommends that the State party:

(a) Amend the Children’s Act in line with the Convention in order to mainstream rights of children with
disabilities across all programmes and provide necessary budget and resources for their protection;

(b) Adopt measures to include deaf and deaf-blind girls and boys in all public policies and programmes to
ensure that their opinions and views are taken into consideration;

(c) Implement measures aimed at promoting the right of children with disabilities to be consulted in all
matters concerning their lives and at enabling them to receive assistance appropriate to their age and
disability.

Freedom from exploitation, violence and abuse (art. 16)

30. The Committee is concerned about:

(a) Cases of violence and abuse against persons with disabilities in particular the higher risk of women, girls
and boys with disabilities, including deaf-blind women and children, of facing physical and sexual violence
both in family settings and in institutions;

(b) Abandonment, malnutrition and exploitation through the use of children with disabilities for begging;

(c) The lack of accessibility of information and services available for women with disabilities, including
hotlines, shelters, victim support services and complaints mechanisms;

(d) The absence of mechanisms for monitoring institutions where persons with disabilities have been placed.

31. The Committee recommends that the State party:
(a) Adopt measures to ensure that women with disabilities who are victims of gender-based violence have
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access to both accessible services and information, including hotlines, shelters, victim support services and
complaint mechanisms;

(b) Implement legislation and a due diligence framework to combat impunity concerning violence,
exploitation and abuse through the opening of investigations and providing for sanctions for perpetrators
as well as redress for victims of violence;

(c) Provide training to the police, judiciary, health professionals and other interlocutors to communicate
and work effectively with persons with disabilities who are victims of violence;

(d) Set up an independent mechanism to monitor the conditions in all facilities designed to serve persons
with disabilities, in accordance with article 16 (3) of the Convention.
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Acronyms and Abbreviations:
CEDAW Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women
CRC Convention on the Rights of the Child/Committee on the Rights of the Child
CRPD Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities
ICCRP International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights
ICESCR International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights

OPACto CRC Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the Involvement of Children in Armed Conflict
OPSCto CRC  Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the Sale of Children, Child Prostitution and Child Pornography
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