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Definition of an institution or residential care
home for children (‘Children’s Home’)

* Group living for more than 10 children, without
parents or surrogate parents (for more than 3
months — ie: not a boarding school, hospital or
emergency care).

« Care iIs provided by a small number of paid
adult carers (European average is 1 day staff
to 6 children of a similar age).

* Organised, routine and impersonal structure to
living arrangements

.. * professional relationship, rather than parental
f&”@ relationship, between the adults and children.
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European survey on young children in institutional care resulted in national surveys
Browne, K.D., Hamilton-Giacritsis, C.E., Johnson, R., Ostergren, Leth, I., M Agathonos, H., Anaut, M., Herczog,
M., Keller-Hamela, M., Klimakova, A., Stan, V., Zeytinoglu, S. (2005). Adoption and Fostering, 29 (4): 1-12.
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EVERY CHILD COUNTS

Mapping the number and characteristics
of children under three in institutions
across Europe at risk of harm
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Proportion of all children under 3 years who are in
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Extent of Institutional Care of Infants and toddlers and
the ‘orphanage’ myth

« UNICEF estimate 44,000 young children under 3 in
Eastern Europe and Central Asian ‘Children’s
Homes'.

« Our EU survey of member states and accession
countries showed 23,000 young children under 3
without a parent in institutional care (for more than 3
months).

* ‘infant homes’ often provide a non stimulating clinical
environment for toddlers and young children up to 4
years of age.

* Vast majority (94 to 96%) of children in ‘orphanages’
P e, have at least one living parent, often known to the
fo&”@ﬁ authorities
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Reasons for institutionalisation in 2003

Reasons For Institutionalisation Of Children Under The Age Of Three - EU
Member States

Oorphan
Babandoned
Odisabled
Oabused/neglected

mother

Reasons For Insitutionalisation Of Children Under The Age Of Three - other
surveyed Countries*

Oorphan
Babandoned
Odisabled

Oabused/neglected

Wother
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Placement decisions often occur without
family work or support

 Keep balance
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child protection
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_JE preservation
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The UN guidelines are taken in part from the work of the team from 2002 to
2009, supported by the European Union Daphne Programme and World
Health Organisation (see Reports to the UN General Assembly below):

The Risk of Harm to
Young Children in
Institutional Care

End placing children
under three years
in institutions

A call to action

Kevin Browne
Professor of Forens

unicef&®
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Infants my be |mpr|oned ehm t' cot bars

for up to 18 hours & day
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Effect of Institutional Care on the Infant Brain Growth

3-Year-Old Children

Extreme Neglect
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EEG Recordings from a Young Child in a
Romanian Institution (Nelson et al 2005)
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EEG Activity Across Regions of the Child’s Brain

(Bucharest Early Intervention Project - Nelson and Koga, 2004)
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Evidence from Brain Scans 2

An Abused
Brain
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The dangers of institutional care

Johnson, R., Browne, K., Hamilton-Giachritsis, C. (2006). Young Children in Institutional Care at
Risk of Harm: A Review. Trauma, Violence and Abuse, 7 (1):34-60. Sage.

* Young children who are institutionalised before 6 months suffer
long term developmental delay.

 Those who are placed in a caring family environment by the age
of 6 months catch up on their physical and cognitive development
(average length of stay ranges betw. 11 and 15 months).

- Improvements are seen in cognitive ability when children are
removed from institutional care at an any age and placed in a
family.

- Difficulties with social behaviour and attachments may persist,
leading to a greater chance of antisocial behaviour, delinquency
and mental health problems.

« itis recommended that children less than 3 years, with or without

%»DIH&; disability, should not be placed in residential care without a parent
?g@v. or primary caregiver
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The danger of institutions for young children
has been known for 50 years

Both Bowlby (UK) and Vygotsky (Russia) have
emphasised the following:

 (a) infants need one to one interaction with
sensitive and caring parent figure to which
they develop a secure attachment.

* (b) the negative consequences of children
growing up in an institution with attachment
disorders and later antisocial acts
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Effects on physical development

Growth Failure in
Institutionalized Children
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Parental responses to attachment behaviour determine the security of
attachment and the child’s willingness to explore and learn.
(Bowlby, 1969; Ainsworth, 1978).
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The biological mother Is not essential just a caring
& sensitive adult (one to one) Rutter, 1972
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Parents consistent comfort responses to crying
promotes trust and security (Maccoby, 1990)

Sensitivity
Acceptance
Co-operation
Avallability
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Children learn not to cry and that other children
(usually of the same age) are rivals for attention
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A child in residential care bound up to prevent self harm (Serbia, 2007)
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Any Arrest Violent Arrest Violence
Self-report

= Abuse/Neglect = Control

Source: Widom, C.S. (1998) Childhood Victimization: Early adversity and subsequent psychopathology. In Dohrenwend, B.P. (Ed.)
Adversity, stress, and psychopathology. (Pp. 81-95) NY: Oxford Univ. Press.




Protection/Out of Home Placements

Care in Community Institutional Care

»Family Support with Day
care/therapeutic interventions o3 Institution ??

No child under
» Care by Non-offending parent (in 3 should be in

the absence of the offender) institutional
o care

> Kinship Care _ ©3International

(grandparent/other relative) Adoption

> Foster / therapeutic foster home Last resort

T Only in the best
%‘&L\@g >National Adoption interests of the

EUROPE - Only 4% are true orphans! child




Transforming of children’s services

RESIDENTIAL CARE

/ \ FOSTER CARE

COMMUNITY SERVICES
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Framework for the assessment of children and families
(Department of Health, 2000)
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Manual on the Better Care Network: Mulheir, G., Browne, K. and
Associates (2007). De-Institutionalising And Transforming Children’s
Services: A Guide To Good Practice.
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Relative costs of institutional care

« Analyses of institutional care in Romania,
Slovakia, Ukraine, Moldova and Russia by
Browne et al. (2005) and Carter (2005)

— 6 times more expensive than social services for
vulnerable families or voluntary kinship care,

— 3 times more expensive than foster care,
— 2 times more expensive than small group homes

« 33% to 50% of paid institutional staff have NO
direct contact with children

.. * Savings for children with disabllities is 66% of
(@ :  savings for children without disabilities.
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STEPS TO DE-INSTITUTIONALISATION
(Mulheir and Browne, 2007)

Monitoring &
evaluation

Preparing &
moving staff

Planning
transfer of
resources

Analysis at

institution level

Managing the process

Preparing &
moving children

Design
services

Country/regional
level analysis

Raising
awareness



Croatia Campaign for Foster care
and Adption

Sanijin

Sudbine ovih malih bica razlicite Sti)
ali u svakom ogl njih zivi nada da
toji obitelj bas
1, Zivot u obitelji je
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I paznju kakv
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Institutions transformed into polyclinics of non residential
services for children and mother & baby units
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The Undversity of

I Nottingham “BABY BOX (In 11 EU Countries)

UNITED XINGDOM - CHINA « MALAYSIA

BabyBox
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Child Abandonment and its Prevention in Europe
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in collaboration with

ForOurChildren Foundation (Buigaria), Life Together Association (Czech Republic), University
of Copenhagen (Denmark), University of Lyon (France), Family Chid Youth Association
(Hungary), Paramos Vaikams Centras (Lithuania), Nobody's Children Foundation (Poland),
Children's High Level Group (Romania), and SOCIA (Slovakia)
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Causes of child abandonment*

® Teenage parenting & mother’s lack of formal education
® Social or cultural stigma of single parenthood

® Psychiatric disorders, alcohol or drug abuse

® Poverty or financial hardship

® Poor housing & homelessness

® Not ready to have a child & being too late to have an
abortion. Also, restricted access to abortion

® Few family planning & specialist services in local
communities (e.g., to visit pregnant mothers)

® Poor preparation for birth & traditional practices of
perinatal care that interfere with mother to child
attachment

@ Children with disabilities & lack of support services
(e.g., day care while parents are at work)
*Latest EU Daphne project 2010 to 2012



Figure 1. Government figures from the Ukraine that illustrate the impartance of counselling

800

600

m — Number of children
abandoned af

0 matermify untts

000

800

600 —&— Nomber of children
NOT abandoned

400 affer mothers

200 teceived

[:I -I | I | | | I Emmsenjﬂg

2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010



W3ocmaBsaHemo Ha geua
u He2o8omo npegomBpamnaBaHe
8 EBpona

The University of

§’ q( éaphne | Nottingham
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BtBegeHue

Ynen 7 om KonBenuusma na OOH za lpaBama Ha geuama acHo aanBaba,
ye Beako geme uma “npaBo ga nosnaBa cBoume pogumeau u ga Bwge ob-
spuskBaro om max”. Kozamo gememo e usocmabBeno, moBa npaBo ce Hapy-
wabBa. Bebemama u mankume geua ca B naili-zonAm puck om uzocmaBane.
ToBa e mpeBoskro, muil kamo geme, auweHo om cuzypHo omaaedkgaHe B
paHHuUmMe z2oguHu om *uBoma cu, mozke ga uanuma mpygHocmu B cBoemo
emouuoHanHo u noBegeruecko pasBumue. Makap pasbuparemo 3a mawa-
ba, npu4uHume u nocaegemBusma om usoccmaBademo Ha geua ga e Bakho,
uacaegBaduama no memama ca ockbgHu. Te ca om cbwecmBeHo aHayeHue
3a paapabomBanemo Ha edrekmuBuu npozpamu 3a npegomBpamaBane u
cmpamezuu, koumeo ueaam ga sawumam Hai-yazBumume ynenoBe Ha ob-
wecmBomo Hu.

OnpegeneHue Ha usocmaBAHemo Ha geua

B paaznekganume 10 gvpkaBu om EC ([anua, QPpanuus, ObeguHenomo
kpancmBo, Bbazapun, PymbHus, Yexun, YHzapun, CaoBakun, AumBa u Moa-
wa) HAMa AcHa npaBha geduruuua 3a usocmabasemo Ha geme. Auncama
Ha makaBa u HeonpegeaesHoomma Ha mobBa kakBo BkalowBa uaocmabBAHemo
Ha geme nocmaba usBecmHu npeguaBukameacmBa npeg uscnegBanemo u
npakmukama, cBbpaana ¢ moau deHomeH. 3a usAUME HE HACMOAWUA Npo-
ekm, duHancupad om npozpama “[ladHe”™ va EC, ce uanoazBam gBe ge-
thuHuLuu Ha usocmabBaHemo Ha geme, a umMeHHo omkpumo uaoccmaBane
u maiHo usocmaBade. Omkpumo usocmaBaxe ce onpegean kamo cbaHa-
meaHo ocmalane Ha gememo om HezoBua pogumen, kolimo moXke ga Bwge
ugeHmudiuLUpPaH U YUemo HaMepeHue € ga He ce Bpbwa, a gobpoBonno ga
ce omkadke om pogumenckume cu omaoBopHocmu. B gonbanenue na moBa,
HAMa gpysu yaeHoBe Ha cemelicmBomo, koumo ga ca cnocoByu uau ga uc-
kam ga noemam omaoBoprocm kamo pogumeau u ga ce spusam 3a geme-
mo. TaiHomo usocmabBade ce onpegean kamo malHo ocmalBaHe Ha geme
om HezoBus pogumen, koiimo He moke ga 6bge ugenmuduuupad u yuemo
HamepeHue & ga He ce Bpbua, a gobpoBoaHo u aHoHuMHO ce omkazBa om
pogumeackama omzoBopHocm.

Mawaba Ha usocmaBaHemo Ha geua B8 EBpona

MacaegBanuama nokasBam, ye uaocmaBasemo Ha geua e egHa om kalouo-
Bume npuyuHu geuama Ha Bwapacm go 3 aoguHu ga Gbgam HacmanABanu B
uncmumyuuu. CpaBrenue Ha geuama B uscmumyuuu nokaaBa, yve B 3anag-
Ha EBpona camo 4% ca usocmabedu, s3a pasauka om 32% gewa B uHcmumy-
wuu B Uesmpan+qa u Mamouna EBpona. Pymbrua, ¥Hzapua u AamBua umam
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Abandonul copilului
si
prevenirea sa

© Institute of Work, Health & Organisations, University of
Nottingham, UK (Kevin_ Browne@nottingham.ac.uk)

Introducere

Articolul 7 al Conventiei ONU cu privire la Drepturile Copilului
(UNCRC) stabileste in mod clar ca fiecare copil are “dreptul de a-si
cunoaste parinii si a fi ingrijit de parintii sai". Atunci cand un copil
este abandonat, acest drept ii este incdlcat. Copiii nou nascuti si
copiii mici sunt cei care prezintd riscul cel mai mare de a fi
abandonati. Acest lucru este ingrijorator decarece un copil lipsit de
0 cregtere stabila in primii ani de viata poate prezenta dificultati din
punct de vedere al dezvoltdri emotionale si comportamentale. In
ciuda importantei infelegerii dimensiunii, cauzelor si consecintelor
abandonului copilului, exista o lipsa distincta de cercetare in acest
domeniu. Astfel de studii de cercetare sunt esenfiale pentru a
dezvolta efectiv programele de prevenire si strategiile a caror tinta
este aceea de a proteja pe cei mai vulnerabili din societatea
noastra.

Definirea abandonului copilului

intr-un esantion de 10 tari membre UE (Danemarca, Franta, Marea
Britanie, Bulgaria, Romania, Republica Ceha, Ungaria, Slovacia,
Lituania si Polonia), nu existd o definitie legala clard a termenului
de abandon al copilului. Lipsa unei definifii clare si ambiguitatea
privind aspectele care constituie abandonul copilului, ridica
provocari pentru studierea si practica referitoare la acest fenomen.
In scopul prezentului proiect Daphe finantat de UE, s-au folosit
doua definitii ale abandonului copilului i anume, abandonul deschis
si abandonul secret. Abandonul deschis este definit ca parasirea
cu buna stiintd a unui copil de parintele sdu, care poate fi identificat
si a canui intentie nu este de a se intoarce ci de a respinge voit
raspunderea parinteasca. Mai mult, niciun alt membru al familiei nu
poate sau nu vrea sa-si asume raspunderea de parinte si sa aiba
grija de copil. Abandonul secret este definit ca parasirea in secret a
copilului de cafre parintele sau, care nu poate fi identificat si a carui



Mother-Baby Units to replace Baby Homes
No child under three In residential care without a mother




Day care facilities for children with and
without disabilities
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Ethnic minority foster care — a way forward that
reduces unemployment in this group

EUROPE



Children without parents placed in small
surrogate family units in the community
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Continuity of care staff acting in pairs as
parents/relatives on regular shifts (eg: day/night)
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Care staff trained in one to one Interaction
and promoting attachment

:



Maximum 5 or 6 children per foster/surrogate family
up to 2 with disabilities




Figure 2. Number of abandonment and infanticide cases in Poland that required police
intervention
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